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Does your mum know you're out? National Action officer hit by a “milk bomb" kindly 
donated by an anti-fascist 


Doesn't it make you proud to be an anti-fascist? 


Fewer than 100 activists turned out in Liverpool for a “White Man March" staged by National Action 
on 15 August, only to suffer humiliation at the hands of anti-fascists and the police. Faced with 
resolute opposition to their presence in the city, and the occupation of their intended rally point by 
anti-fascists, the Nazis were forced to abandon their plans and retreat to Lime Street Station. 


Wannabe Nazi gunman If | had a hammer ... a Thor's hammer ... I'd leg it National Action: all show and no action 


C:. a crsea ceca 


hi iF a i , tea 


The master race take shelter in the left luggage office at Lime Street Station. A helpful railway worker shuts them in like caged animals 


All photos on this page and the front cover by KSW. See page 51 for photos of the anti-fascists. 7 
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Editorial 


By Gerry Gable 


THE WORLD IS a pretty bleak place 
right now, with millions of people 
displaced by wars in the Middle East, 
and parts of Africa ravaged by 
despotic regimes, famine and 
disease. In Britain a right-wing 
Conservative government is now 
removing its mask of so-called 
moderation to reveal its true 
ugliness, with plans — either secret or 
semi-public — to smash our trades 
unions, the education system and 
the NHS, to cause a collapse in 
policing services and the justice 
system, and, rather than promote 
unity among our diverse citizens, 

to promulgate xenophobia. 

The fascists and the increasingly 
blatant Nazi groups are taking 
advantage of the turmoil that is 
being created and encouraged by 
exterior forces. 

Searchlight remains proud to be 
within the best traditions of unity 
across communities and faiths, and 
to be among those who stand up to 
elements in Whitehall and Parliament 
who would split communities and so 
weaken them. 

Several recent examples stand out 
like a light in all this darkness: the 
mass and varied national and local 
campaigns against austerity and the 
incidences of ordinary people turning 
out to oppose openly Nazi-led 
activities on the streets. 

The build-up of Nazi street actions 
this year started when Pegida, the 
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German right-wing “anti- 
Islamisation” group, sent emissaries 
to northeast England hoping to 
spread their anti-immigrant and anti- 
refugee poison. Pegida, which in 
German stands for Patriotic 
Europeans Against the Islamisation 
of the Occident, started in Germany 
where they staged weekly marches 
from October 2014, building up to 
demonstrations of tens of thousands 
in January, and it was pretty easy to 
spot where on the political spectrum 
their supporters and backers stood. 
Clearly they had no understanding of 
the UK and decided upon Newcastle 
as their point of attempted entry to 
far-right politics here by staging a 
march on 28 February. Their turnout 
was pathetic, a few hundred of them 
were physically and vocally opposed 
by thousands of anti-fascists and 
trade unionists. 

Gluttons for punishment the British 
Nazis reinvented themselves the 
following month as the White Man 
March, aping similar actions in the 
US Deep South. Many on the 
extreme right felt confident enough 
to return to Newcastle where they 
were confronted by another good 
turnout of activists, albeit smaller 
than in February. The Nazis, who 
numbered around 100, included a 
number of Polish fascists who are 
becoming increasingly visible at Nazi 
activities in Britain, and some veteran 
nazis who normally pursue their 


politics behind closed doors at 
meetings of the sinister London 
Forum (IONA). The police had clearly 
had enough of all this nonsense and 
swooped on the Poles, an Italian 
fascist and several British Nazi 
activists, many of whom are still 
awaiting their day in court. 

Pegida then held a 30-strong 
protest in Whitehall in April attended 
mainly by British Nazis and 
surrounded by a large number of 
Unite Against Fascism (UAF) 
activists, joined by trade unionists 
and faith groups. Police kept the two 
demonstrations apart. Pegida 
supporters were heard shouting 
“Hitler was right". The failure of the 
event was the final straw in Pegida's 
attempt to set up shop in the UK. 

Also in April a group of hardline 
Nazis announced a march and rally in 
Stamford Hill, an area of north 
London that has large Jewish and 
black communities. At short notice, 
Searchlight alerted the Jewish 
community and local long-time anti- 
fascist activists. As a result, the police 
shifted the rally away from Stamford 
Hill to another part of north Hackney. 

On the day the Nazis could only 
muster fewer than 30 supporters, 
whom the police shepherded from 
Clapton railway station to a nearby 
piece of waste ground. Hundreds of 
police were needed to protect the 
Nazis as anti-fascists on the scene 
phoned other local activists who 
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quickly arrived to join the protest. 
The Nazis expected their Polish 
comrades to come to their rescue but 
only a single car load turned up, late, 
and the car ended up badly damaged. 

The keynote Nazi speaker was the 
obnoxious Martin Webster who in 
his teens was an activist in Colin 
Jordan's National Socialist Movement 
and amassed a number of criminal 
convictions, including one for a 
violent attack on Jomo Kenyatta, the 
first black president of Kenya. 
Webster went on to become the 
National Organiser of the National 
Front in the 1970s when it boasted 
thousands of supporters and its 
name became a household word, 
though it never achieved any 
electoral success. As so commonly 
occurs in fascist parties, he fell victim 
to an internal coup and was expelled 
by Nick Griffin and his supporters. 
Webster was very pleased to come 
out of semi-retirement to “have a 
pop at the Jews”, but was shaken at 
the way the day unfolded and this 
led him to cry off from attending the 
Nazis’ next event in Golders Green. 

Searchlight was the first to discover 
the Nazis’ plan to go to Golders 
Green in northwest London to bait 
the large Jewish community there. 
Working alongside Jewish 
community groups, we approached 
the trade union movement and UAF, 
and together we called for a massive 
counter protest. We were faced with 
an unpleasant attitude on the part of 
the police, who even agreed to let 
the Nazis assemble for their static 
event at the local war memorial. 

A Jewish youth organisation 
gathered thousands of signatures 
against the Nazi incursion and 
massive support for the counter 
protest poured in. Less than a week 
before the event was due to take 
place, the police backed off and 
withdrew permission for the Nazis to 
hold their event in Golders Green, 
giving them instead a static 
demonstration spot in Whitehall. 
With only about 24 hours’ notice, on 
Saturday 4 July hundreds of 
members of the Jewish community, 


UAF, trade unionists, a black 
Christian group and some Muslims 
confronted the 23 Nazis hidden 
behind hundreds of police. At this 
time of year Whitehall is full of 
tourists and hundreds of them 
joined in booing and chanting 
against the Nazis. None of their 
speeches could be heard. 

Moving forward to 15 August and 
Liverpool became the scene of the 
worst defeat for the Nazis, when 
National Action whose members 
include a Nazi recently convicted of 
a racially motivated attempted 
murder decided to hold their own 
White Man March. They could only 
pull together about 100 supporters 
and were run out of town. The 
counter attack started with them 
being bombarded with bananas and 
bottles of milk and ended with sore 
jaws and testicles. Pictures on the 
front cover and pages 2 and 51. 

A week later on 22 August a 
combined group of Nazis including 
some from the tiny National Front 
and what is supposed to be the 
fearsome North West Casuals, held a 
march and rally in Manchester. Like 
Liverpool it was a bad choice. The 40 
nazis found themselves directed into 
Piccadilly Gardens where they were 
confronted by over 200 anti-fascist 
activists, called out at very short 
notice. Learning from friends in 
Brighton, the anti-fascists decided to 
use hi tech means of driving the 
enemy to distraction. With a line of 
police between the two sides, and 
the police apparently happy to give 
a hard time to some very big mouthy 
and Hitler-saluting Nazis, the anti- 
fascists turned on loud heavy metal 
music. This prevented anything the 
Nazis had to say from being heard 
and scrambled their tiny brains. The 
more menacing the Nazis became, 
the less patient the police were with 
them, eventually packing them onto a 
bus and running them out of the city. 

We hope our readers take a lot of 
joy from this editorial and will 
support our historic position of No 
Platform and No Streets for fascists 
and Nazis. 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news 
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|Investigation| nvestigation 


By Gerry Gable 


Despite promises from the Prime 
Minister and Home Secretary to treat 
far-right extremists on a similar basis 
to the ISIL Islamists, this is not what is 
happening in practice. Yet in the few 
cases that get to court the threat from 
the extreme right is clearly established. 

The most recent is the conviction of 
Zack Davies for the attempted racially 
motivated murder of a dentist whom 
Davies mistakenly thought was a 
Muslim. Davies attacked Dr Sarandev 
Bhambra, 24, with a 30cm machete 
and claw hammer in Tesco's in Mold, 
north Wales, inflicting what the judge 
at the end of the trial described “the 
most dreadful life-changing injuries", 
including almost severing Dr 
Bhambra's hand. During the attack 
Davies, who described “Jihadi John" 
as an “inspiration”, shouted “white 
power” and remember Lee Rigby. 

At the trial the prosecutor described 
26-year-old Davies as a racist with a 
fascination for far-right ideologies who 
read everything from Koran passages 


Nazi murderer Zack Davies 
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to Hitler's Mein Kampf. |n interview 
he had told the police that maybe the 
wrong side had won the Second 
World War. The court heard that 
material on white supremacy and 
Nazism was found at Davies's home. 

Dr Bhambra's life was saved only 
because of the brave intervention of a 
former soldier. Eyewitnesses and the 
victim himself were convinced he 
would have died if the vicious attack 
had continued. 

It came as no shock to Searchlight 
that Davies turned out to be a 
member of National Action, an openly 
Nazi group of mainly young people 
formed in 2013. Like the far-right 
extremists Larry Nunn, who uses the 
alias Max Musson, and Matt Tait, aka 
Matt Legion, who have run 
paramilitary training camps in Wales 
and the West Country, NA is also very 
keen on such training though unlike 
Nunn and Tait, NA does not benefit 
from Russian and Polish trainers. 

After Searchlight exposed yet 


another international Nazi gathering in 
London, one of NA’s leading activists, 
Tom Foster, a Londoner studying at 
Durham University, has clearly been 
overcome by a state of panic and 
pulled all his postings off the internet. 

Last November another young man 
was arrested after police raided his 
home and found home-made pipe 
bombs, a 9mm Glock semi-automatic 
handgun, 94 expanding bullets and CS 
gas. Liam Lyburd, 19, from Newcastle 
upon Tyne also had a bag containing 
overalls a mask and boots and there 
was incriminating evidence on his 
laptop. He planned to launch a 
massacre at his former college which 
had expelled him two years earlier. 
Although Lyburn does not appear to 
have any far-right involvement, he 
had been inspired by Anders Breivik, 
the Norwegian extreme-right mass 
murderer. 

NA originated on university 
campuses but has more recently been 
turning up at confrontational street 
activities and attacking Jewish and 
other targets under cover of darkness. 
Indeed NA has had a presence on 
almost every far-right extremist 
demonstration, picket and march in 
the past year. Some of NA’s activists 
were involved in clashes with the 
police and anti-fascists during the 
failed “White Man March" in 
Newcastle on 21 March. 

An attempt to organise its own 
“White Man's March” — in Liverpool 
on 15 August — ended in fiasco in the 
face of a huge and militant antifascist 
mobilisation, but in terms of further 
terrorist-style attacks, the group 
remains a threat. 

In Newcastle NA was fighting 
alongside a UK-based Polish heavy 
mob from Poland's leading far-right 
group the NOP (National Rebirth of 
Poland), wearing what the Crown 
Prosecution Service should treat as 


Don Curzio Nitoglia, spiritual adviser to the Nazi war criminal Erich Priebke 


illegal political uniforms: military 
fatigue trousers and identical black t- 
shirts with a common wording. 

It was the NOP's leader, Arkadiusz 
Rzepinski, who partnered Denis 
Nikitin, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin's favourite martial arts expert, in 
running the two paramilitary training 
camps that Nunn and Tait organised 
last year. More recent camps have 
taken place here without the benefit 
of Nikitin'’s services. 

However Nikitin has not been 
inactive and this year has returned to 


Western Europe using the cover of his 
cage and kick boxing road shows as a 
smokescreen for carrying on training 
Nazis and fascists. He has visited 
France, Greece, Poland and Italy, 
among other places. It was a return 
visit to Italy as before he first came to 
the UK in summer 2014, he had 
trained two fascist youth groups in 
Italy. 

He also arranged for a group of 
NOP Nazis from Britain to travel to 
Poland so that he could put on 
training for them there, after the 


i 
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Erich Priebke as a Nazi officer and after his extradition to Italy 


exposure of their antics in running 
around the hills playing at Nazi 
partisans. Like returning ISIL fighters, 
such people should be detained and 
questioned about their activities when 
they re-enter the UK. 

Another recent visitor to the British 
far right was Don Curzio Nitoglia, an 
Italian priest who fell out with his 
church when he befriended the late 
Nazi war criminal Erich Priebke. 
Nitoglia spoke at a private Nazi 
meeting in London at the beginning of 
July. Priebke was second-in-command 
of the Gestapo in Rome and instigated 
one of the worst atrocities carried out 
by the Nazis in Italy after the 
overthrow of Mussolini. In retaliation 
for a successful Italian partisan attack, 
Nazi troops took 335 innocent Italian 
men and boys out of the city. Calling 
them five at a time into the Ardeatine 
Caves the SS shot each of them in the 
back of the head by candlelight. 

At the end of the war Priebke made 
use of the “ratline” to escape to South 
America. For five decades he was 
hunted and in 1995 he was extradited 
to Italy, where he was convicted in 
1997 for his role in the killings. He 
received a 15-year sentence, but 
under Italian law because he was aged 
over 80 this was house arrest not 
prison. He lived out the rest of his 
days at the home of his lawyer, 
benefiting from Don Nitoglia’s spiritual 
guidance and prayers. When Priebke 
died in 2013, aged 100, Nitoglia 
wanted to conduct a funeral Mass but 
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Conspiracy theorist Professor Roberto de Mattei 


the Vatican issued a ban on any 
Catholic church holding a funeral for 
him in Rome. 

An angry demonstration took place 
when the traditionalist Society of St 
Pius X (SSPX), a dissident group 
alienated from the Vatican, attempted 
to stage a funeral. In the end a team 
of trusted men from the Italian Air 
Force removed his body and flew it to 
be buried at a secret location, thereby 
depriving Italy's Nazis of a place of 
pilgrimage. 

A few days later, on 10 July, the 
leading far-right barrister Adrian 
Davies joined with the Latin Mass 
Society (LMS) to hold a memorial 
event for his late father Michael 
Davies, a traditionalist Catholic writer 
who died in 2004. The LMS exists to 
promote the use of the 1962 Latin 
liturgy which was used in Catholic 
churches before the reforms of the 
Second Vatican Council. Its optional 
use is permitted by the Vatican and 
the LMS is not of the same ilk as 
SSPX. However it does sometimes 
enter into unwise associations. For 
example the speaker at an LMS 
conference in May 2014 was Joe 
Pearce, the twice convicted race hater 
and one-time National Front youth 
officer, now a professor at a right- 
wing US university. 

The lecture in July was chaired by 
Adrian Davies, who has been 
associated with a number of fascist 
and far-right groups, most recently the 


8 | Searchlight | Summer 2015 


white supremacist American 
Renaissance. The speaker was Roberto 
de Mattei, Professor of Modern 
History and Christian History at the 
European University in Rome. A right- 
winger who supports anti- 
evolutionism and believes the tsunami 
in Japan in 2011 was a divine 
punishment, Mattei's monthly 
programme on the international 
Catholic broadcasting service Radio 
Maria was cancelled because of his 
growing criticisms of Pope Francis. 
Mattei used the opportunity of the 
Michael Davies memorial lecture to air 
a clutch of conspiracy theories about 
the Second Vatican Council. The fast 
delivery of his abstruse views in a 


Far-right barrister Adrian Davies 


strong Italian accent made his talk 
difficult for his audience of about 30 
people to follow. 

The far-right discussion group 
London Forum (IONA) also held a 
meeting in July. London Forum is a 
sort of freemasonry of the far right, 
bringing together prominent activists 
and thinkers in closed meetings every 
two months or so. The keynote 
speaker in July was the Holocaust 
revisionist writer David Irving. Also on 
the platform was Abdallah Melaouhi. 

Born in Tunisia but now a German 
national, Melaouhi was one of the 
medical staff at Spandau prison where 
Hitler's deputy Rudolf Hess served his 
life sentence. Hess was spared 


Abdallah Melaouhi (left, front) at an "International Identitarian Congress" in Guadalajara, Mexico, May 2015 


execution on grounds of insanity but 
hanged himself in 1987 aged 93. 

Melaouhi then wrote a book in 
which he claimed Hess had been 
strangled by the prison guards. 
Unsurprisingly Melaouhi could not 
find a publisher until recently, but he 
was adopted by leading Nazis as a 
useful tool. He is a personal friend of 
Pedro Varela, the 57-year-old Spanish 
Nazi leader who has been convicted 
and jailed for Holocaust denial. It 
emerged that Melaouhi's invitation to 
the Irving meeting was the result of 
him meeting up with Varela at a top 
level international Holocaust deniers’ 
gathering in Mexico shortly after the 
last London Forum meeting in 
London. His presence reflected the 
high esteem in which he is held by the 
international Nazi hierarchy. 

Not present at the Irving meeting 
was the French Nazi Vincent 
Reynouard, who recently fled France 
after being convicted for hate crime. 
Between his conviction and the 
sentencing hearing he was released on 
bail. Fearing that he would end up 
behind bars as on previous occasions, 
he travelled to London and was safe- 
housed by his Nazi friends here. 

Reynouard, 46, is one of the most 
vicious defenders of Nazi war crimes 
in his own country. In a notorious 
book he denied one of the worst Nazi 
atrocities in France, the destruction of 
Oradour-sur-Glane in 1944, when the 
Waffen-SS Nazis demolished every 


Vincent Reynouard: denies Nazi war crimes 


building in the village and massacred 
642 of its inhabitants. The men were 
led to barns and sheds where they 
were machine-gunned and then set on 
fire. The women and children were 
locked in the church, which the Nazis 
set on fire, burning them alive. 
Reynouard claimed that the survivors 
of Oradour lied and that the women 
and children were killed by an 
explosion in the church which the 
Waffen-SS did not set off. Renouard 
also denies that the Holocaust 


Michael Cushman (right) holding a copy of The Fourth Political Theory by the Russian fascist Aleksandr Dugin 


happened and believes that “we must 
take up the best of what National 
Socialism comprised in order finally to 
surpass it and forge a doctrine that 
will be able to save our Old 
Continent”. 

Another far-right forum, which 
brings together Nazis and ultra-Tories, 
is the Traditional Britain Group (TBG). 
It too likes to invite overseas racists to 
speak at its meetings. Its annual black 
tie dinner on 12 September will be 
addressed by Michael Cushman, who 
it boasts is “founder of the Southern 
Nationalist Network and author of the 
book, Our Southern Nation: Its Origin 
and Future. In fact Cushman recently 
wound up his Southern Nationalist 
Network, which was no more than a 
website, claiming it took up too much 
of his time. 

Cushman, a racist segregationist 
from South Carolina, taught English in 
Europe for four years, primarily for the 
Spanish government and military. The 
Southern Nationalist Network 
advocated “the peaceful establishment 
of Southern independence”. 

Cushman has appeared on the 
Russia Today television station, which 
makes a habit of featuring far-right 
extremists. He is also an admirer of 
the Russian fascist Aleksandr Dugin. 
He is unlikely to be the last overseas 
visitor to address the various forums 
on Britain's far right. 
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By Dr Paul Jackson 


FAR RIGHT MOVEMENTS can be narrowly conceived as 
nationalist organisations, yet often their ideologies 
synthesise both national and transnational visions. 
Combining the ‘defence’ and ‘regeneration’ of the nation 
with transnational ideals is far from a new development 
either, only developed during the internet age. Interwar 
fascist movements sought to develop partnerships. After 
1945, we see this too. John Bean's and Colin Jordan's 
British National Party of the very early 1960s boasted of its 
‘racial nationalist’ credentials, and developed organisations 
such as the Northern European Ring to foster international 
exchanges with fellow ‘northern Europeans’ in Norway, 
Denmark, Holland and Germany. In more recent times, 
John Tyndall's and Nick Griffin's British National Party 
imported ideas from elsewhere too, drawing on continental 
reference points such as Jean Marie Le Pen and the 
Nouvelle Droite, as well as fostering links with America via 
its American Friends of the BNP organisation. 

Transnational exchanges continue today, and are only 
aided by social media. The theme of studying 
transnationalism is becoming increasingly important for 
academic analysis of the far right too. Historians such as 
Roger Griffin, Andrea Mammone and Caludia Baldoli, 
among others, have all highlighted the ways extreme right 
politics has operated across national borders, and 
protagonists draw on each other's endeavours to develop 
their activism. Interest in transnationalism is often explored 
through studying movement of ideas, how they transfer 
from one arena to another. 


‘Academic’ Journals 
To help foster transnational activism, far right organisations 
have often become interested in creating academic-style 
publications that offer some gravitas to their ideologies. 
These, along with other cultural products, like conferences 
and books, all help to form the supportive ‘cultic milieu’ 
that legitimises the contemporary far right. Historical 
examples of such rarefied far right literature have included 
Oswald Mosley's The European, the World Union of 
National Socialists’ National Socialist World, and the 
Northern League's Northlander. 

Such publications tried to develop a ‘deeper’ appreciation 
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of the ideas and philosophies felt crucial to inspiring 
activism. With the rise of the internet, such journals have 
shifted to become multi-media affairs that are globally 
accessible too. The current crop can play a role in 
establishing a sense of a common cause, and transnational 
exchange of ideas, helping to foster new far right 
narratives. 

This article focuses on two originations that have 
developed such publications in the past few months: The 
Traditional Britain Group, based in the UK, which has 
launched its online journal Traditio, and the National Policy 
Institute, based in the USA, which has also recently put out 
a new edition of its journal Radix. 


Far right ‘think tanks’ 
Both these organisations attempt to style themselves as 
offering something more sophisticated than a far right 
street movement such as the English Defence League. 
These are both organisations designed to promote ideas, 
and generate new networks, not to directly cultivate mass 
movements. Whilst self-consciously intellectual, they also 
act as clearing houses for far right and extreme messages. 
These two case studies based either side of the Atlantic 


Julius Evola, sinister influence on the intellectual far right 


The University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media research group 
(www.radicalism-new-media.org) is an unaffiliated academic research and 
consultancy unit formed in 2009. It has worked on several projects with 


Searchlight, most notably Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality? and Far-Right.com 
(both appearing in 2011), and is grateful to the editors of Searchlight magazine 
for the opportunity to provide independent comment in these pages. 


are only indirectly related. Nevertheless, as this article will 
show, they share a common theme, and have similar goals 
too. Both operate as small think-tank-style grouplets. Their 
aims are primarily to foster nationalist politics that promotes 
a white society, and draw on European movements such as 
Identiarianism and the New Right. Both are also deeply 
influenced by figures such as Julius Evola, and regularly 
draw on his ideas of recreating a ‘Traditional’ society to 
replace the liberal democratic systems in Britain, America 
and elsewhere. Both try to give a radical significance to 
terms such as ‘tradition’ and ‘identity’. 

As such, they promote what observers would identify as 
revolutionary aims, though they prefer the term ‘counter- 
revolutionary’, yet are not directly engaged in carrying this 
out. Rather, they seek to promote an alternate worldview 
that regards contemporary society as decadent, and that 
may one day grow into a movement capable of enacting 
such elemental political and social change. 


Traditio 

According to Traditional Britain's Gregory Lauder-Frost and 
his colleagues, Traditio is the first edition of a biannual 
journal that offers a ‘forum for elite, counter-revolutionary 
and traditional beliefs oppositional to the modern world’. 
The execution of this aim as an elite publication seems 
underwhelming though, and basically the ‘journal’ is hosted 
in just the same way as the rest of the group's blog posts. 

Of the handful of articles in the first edition, several help 
to flesh out the core themes being promoted, albeit in a 
muddled way. Epitomising the idea that the world was far 
better before the advent of the modern era, Lord Sudeley's 
article discusses, in rather a woolly way, ‘The Role of 
Heredity in Politics’. He reflects on the development of 
Britain's parliamentary system from the Middle Ages 
onwards, criticising modern democracy. He argues that, 
though the rule of an absolute monarch is undesirable, the 
role of heredity and privilege is. His conclusions seemed to 
suggest some form of alternate political system for the 
country where the monarchy could be kept in check by the 
judiciary, but with no need for a democratically elected 
parliament. 

Such an eccentric and improbable discussion helps to 
mask some of the more clearly radical aspects promoted by 
the group. A shorter article in the journal is a review of a 
book published in 1999, Standardbearers: British Roots of 
the New Right, that was edited by Eddy Butler and 
Jonathan Bowden. Butler used to be the National Elections 
Officer for the BNP until 2013, and now is active in the 
English Democrats. Bowden was another figure active in 
the BNP in its 2000s heyday, as its Cultural Officer, and he 
was also interested in New Right ideas promoted by the 
many contributors he and Butler included in 
Standardbearers. Bowden died in 2012, but his influence 


Former BNP elections officer Eddy Butler: the book he co-edited is promoted by the 
Traditional Britain Group 

lives on through such books, now being promoted by 
Traditional Britain. Indeed, Butler's and Bowden's volume is 
deemed ‘an excellent introduction to half-forgotten figures 
whose lives and deeds can inspire us today’. 

Other books are reviewed too that underscore the 
transnational theme. American paleoconservative writer 
Samuel T. Francis reviews, at length, an even older volume, 
a 1994 book called The Germanization of Early Medieval 
Christianity: A Sociohistorical Approach to Religious 
Transformation — an academic text, written by James C. 
Russell and published by Oxford University Press. Francis’s 
review is not a new piece of text, as he died in 2005. 
Rather, this is a reprint from the American journal The 
Occidental Quarterly, a publication described by the Anti 
Defamation League as a ‘racist print publication that mimics 
the look and style of academic journals’. The review text 
itself offers far more than a survey of the volume though. It 
argues that the book showed how modern Christianity had 
become fundamentally corrupted, and that a return to 
some sort of pre-modern era is needed to overcome this. 
As it continues, ‘organised Christianity today is the enemy 
of the West and the race that created it’. 

This interest in religion was also developed by a piece by 
Lucian Tudor interviewing Martin J. Grannenfeld. Both talk 
on the Catholic writer Gerd-Klaus Kaltenbrunner, a figure 
linked to the development of the New Right in Austria, up 
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to his death in 2011. Again, the underlying theme of the 
interview is the rejection of the modern world, while 
evoking the need for a radical new alternative. Moreover, 
the style was serious, lengthy, and designed to come across 
as a weighty contribution to knowledge, stressing 


Kaltenbrunner's credentials as a philosopher and theologian. 


Amongst the other articles published as Traditio, an essay 
by Alexander Jacob — an American-based writer who has 
published several books with Artkos — also struck this tenor. 
Jacob focused on the similarities and differences between 
two European thinkers, Erik von Kuehnelt-Leddihn and 
Julius Evola. The analysis sought to introduce the ideas of 
these two critics of the political systems of the twentieth 
century to a new, British audience. The focus on Evola in 
particular led to a conclusion that praised the Italian 
sympathiser with Nazism for his radicalism. It stressed how 
Evola had identified the ‘bourgeoisie’, as ‘the chief source 
of the democratic degeneration of modern Europe’, and his 
books exposed ‘the “occult” dimensions of the ongoing 
subversion’, that ‘helps one to concentrate on the 
international Jewry as the principal agents of subversion 
that must be combated in a counter-revolution’. After 
veering through such antisemitic territory, the essay then 
highlighted, but did not fulsomely endorse, Evola's ideas of 
creating a ‘new Knightly order’, to overthrow the 
bourgeoisie, and suggested that Kuehnelt-Leddihn's 
Catholicism helped to balance out some of the more radical 
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elements found in Evola. Again, what can be viewed as 
quite extreme ideas were articulated in a dense, scholarly 
manner in the essay. 

The transnational nature of these discussions was also 
highlighted by a final piece in the journal, another review 
by Samuel T Francis, once again taken from The Occidental 
Quarterly. This was an analysis of the book by the US- 
based author Michael O'Meara, New Right, New Culture: 
Anti-Liberalism in a Postmodern Age. The review praised 
O'Meara for taking ideas from the French New Right and 
recasting them for an American context. It argued the 
American right is ‘well advised to emulate its intellectual 
depth and seriousness and to learn something from its 
“metapolitical” cultural war’. The late Francis's review was 
also critical, highlighting that New Right ideas lacked much 
in the way of clear practical application. 


A New Traditio? 

In sum, then, despite being described with much fanfare on 
its website, Traditio in the end offers less than it first 
appears. Some of its material is clearly recycled, and that 
which is new is likely to have limited appeal, given the 
manner in which it is presented. Despite its limitations, the 
set of articles that make up Traditio also show is the level 
to which transnational exchanges of ideas are at play. More 
familiar and less familiar voices from an eclectic 
understanding of the European New Right are set out for 
an English-language audience, while elements here are 
being drawn from American contexts too. From these ideas 
the journal hopes to contribute to the development of a 
new idea of ‘traditionalism’, ‘counter-revolution’ and 
‘identity’, as an escape from multicultural, liberal democracy 
and the modern world more generally. Such a narrative can 
help to justify racist attitudes and even antisemitic 
conspiracy theories. 


Pictured on the Tradition Britain website, Alain de Benoist, who believes that fascists 
and racists have been made the scapegoats for the failure of "modernity" 


Tomislav Sunié: his article for Traditional Britain praises the Belgian Nazi and Holocaust denier Léon Degrelle 


Indeed, such themes can also be found in some of the 
other, lengthier contributions to the Traditional Britain Blog 
in recent months. These include an essay by Tomislav 
Suni¢c, whose essay ‘Hero and Heretic Vs. The System — 
From Literature to Politics’, includes praise for the Belgian 
Nazi and Holocaust denier Léon Degrelle, applauded for 
‘depicting the coming end times of the European White 
man’. The Traditional Britain blog also hosts an essay 
written by Alain de Benoist, translated from Spanish by 
Lucian Tudor, titled ‘The Sole “Anti-Fascist” Thought’, 
which decries people critical of the extreme right as 
‘thought police’ akin to the Nazis’ treatment of Jews. 


National Policy Institute 

Radix, meanwhile, is the prime outlet for Richard Spencer's 
National Policy Institute. Its mission is described on its 
website as ‘dedicated to the heritage, identity, and future of 
European people in the United States’. The site sets out 
three components for the Radix project, a blog described as 
an ‘online magazine’, a ‘bi-annual’ journal, and a publishing 
arm. In reality, its ‘biannual’ journal has only reached the 
second edition after two years. The National Policy Institute 
has developed out of the AltRight circle that formed around 
the online magazine Alternative Right. 

The National Policy Institute is more clearly a racist 
organisation when compared to the Traditional Britain 
Group too. The Southern Poverty Law Centre has described 
the National Policy Institute as a white supremacist 


organisation. Its political leanings are also underscored by 
the fact that veteran antisemite Kevin McDonald is one of 
the headline guests for its conference ‘Become Who We 
Are: The Identity & Spirit of our People’, to be held at the 
end of October this year in Washington. 

As with Traditional Britain, the members of group are 
fascinated by the ideas of Julius Evola. A post on their 
‘online magazine’ from May is titled ‘Evola Lives!’ and 
features an hour-long interview with the fascist philosopher. 
The interest in promoting European figures among the 
primarily American audience does not stop there. Another 
posting from earlier this year, ‘Enoch Powell's Nietzschean 
Christianity’, draws together the topics of British 
discriminatory politics and European intellectualism to 
present Powell as an important thinker for the movement. 
‘It is incumbent on us’, the piece stresses, ‘to examine — or 
even experience — the beliefs that drove a man who was so 
thoroughly correct on so many issues so early on’. It 
concludes that Powell was ‘radically traditional’, and offered 
an alternative vision from the ‘liberal age we so despise’. 

Though the links are primarily indirect, manifest in terms 
of common themes and concerns — such as defining 
‘traditionalism’, decrying liberalism, and interpreting fascist 
writers and thinkers — there is some clear crossover with the 
Traditional Britain Group. Richard Spencer has addressed 
the Traditional Britain Group, and one can also find various 
writers contributing to both sites. For example, Lucian 
Tudor's translation of Beniost's essay decrying anti-fascism 
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is also posted on the Radix website. Tomislav Sunic¢ is 
another figure promoted by both groups, and Suni¢ has 
spoken at several events organised by both organisations. 

The turn to Europe for answers is also underscored by 
Spencer's posting ‘Identitarianism — A Conversation Starter’, 
where he praised groups such as Generation Identity for 
fostering a new type of politics for ‘traditionalists’ such as 
himself. Traditional Britain, meanwhile, have also veered 
into this territory, promoting Markus Willinger, one of the 
leading voices of the Identitarian movement. 


Enoch Powell, another important thinker for Traditional Britain 
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Radix II 

As for the new edition of the print journal Radix itself, it 
consists of eight essays, plus an introduction from Spencer, 
on the theme of a, the subtitle for the publication. This 
‘great purge’ is described as ‘the expulsion, often in an 
explicit fashion, of views or individuals deemed outside the 
boundaries of the official Right’. In contrast to rejecting 
these non-convectional views, the essays gathered together 
in the new edition of Radix represented ‘an attempt at a 
phenomenological history of conservatism’, in order to 


develop the basis for ‘new orthodoxies’. Such high-minded 
language helps to conceal the point that the new vision 
they are seeking is some form of political order that rejects 
liberal democratic principles of equality and freedom, and 
wants to replace this with an imagined version of the past 
where ‘tradition’ can be used to justify prejudice. 

Some of its contributing authors also underscore a degree 
of crossover, though not to the same degree as Traditional 
Britain. Peter Brimelow and John Derbyshire are British-born 
contributors, while another, the late Samuel T. Francis, was 
one of the figures relied on by the Traditional Britain Group 
to develop its own journal. Moreover, as with the 
Traditional Britain Group, the underlying idea gravitates 
around the evocation of an idealised, ‘conservative’ past, 
before liberal democracy and modern ‘corporate’ 
Conservatism existed, and offering this as a vision for the 
future. 

The Occidental Observer reviewed the collection, and 
described its strengths in such terms too. According to the 
summary by Colin Liddell, part of the AltRight circle and 
someone who also regularly contributes to the Radix 
webpages, Radix II - The Great Purge: The Deformation of 
the Conservative Movement was a set of essays ‘designed 
to instill such a degree of cynicism and disillusionment with 
regard to Conservatism Inc. ... that continuing to support it 
would henceforth be an impossibility’. This cultivation of 
cynicism towards the mainstream right was combined with 
‘a vision of an earlier, simpler, purer America that seems so 
at odds with the contemporary situation’. As such, it was a 
‘red pill’ for those smart enough to have ‘woken up’ from 
mainstream American Conservatism, giving them a credible, 
alternate political direction. 

Future editions of Radix are projected. One looks set to 
be titled Race and the American Prospect: Racial Realities 
in the 21st Century, again not really a new creation but 
rather a reproduction of a collection of essays that Samuel 
T. Francis was going to put together just before he died in 
2005. The other, again edited by Spencer, is called Hero 
Complex: The Man of Tomorrow in Pulp Culture. The 
posting on Radix advertising these new publications stresses 
the essays in the latter will all be ‘original essays’, and the 
working title of it had been ‘Pop Fascism’. 


Transnational traditionalism 

What this brief survey shows us is that a common language 
is being fostered among some British, American and 
European activists. The role of far right journals, and their 
related webpages examined here, is to help carve out more 
precise meanings for this language, though primarily this is 
still a discourse for the ‘converted’. It is difficult to see why 
a wider audience would be much attracted to many of 
these debates, given their dense, esoteric nature. 

Despite this limited appeal, we can identify some of the 
key terms being given a new, radical significance by these 
organisations and their wider circles. These include 
‘traditional’ / ‘traditionalism’ and ‘identity’ / ‘identitarian’, 
which are both open to interpretation. As these terms are 
developed, they are being set within a common narrative 
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stressing a lost, pre-liberal, pre-modern ‘conservative’ past 
that is being eroded and destroyed by the forces of 
modernity. In some of the discussions this might be overtly 
blamed on Jewish influences, in others such open antisemitism 
is not really stressed, while other elements of cultural or 
racial identity are foregrounded. The narrative also points to 
the need for some form of overthrowing of the existing 
order, though the term ‘counter-revolution’ seems the 
preferred term here. Finally, the tenor of needing to overturn 
some centuries long mistake in human development, 
associated with migration, the establishment of political 
rights, and so forth, is also a loose common denominator. 

Whether this all represents a direct threat to wider society 
by fostering a new narrative based on exclusion and 
antagonistic towards individual liberties, and that is 
genuinely appealing to a younger generation, remains to be 
seen. One hopes that this will all remain mere background 
noise, to be found among far right and ‘traditionalist’ 
activists with a heightened interest in esoteric ideas, but 
with no wider appeal. Finally, for those interested in case 
studies of transnationalism within radical sub-cultures, such 
strands within the contemporary far right are providing 
some interesting times. 
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By George Meddows 


THE CONVICTION OF two former 
Blackpool British National Party men, 
Bob Ewing, formerly of All Hallows Rd, 
Blackpool, and Gareth Dewhurst, 
formerly of Duncan Ave, Blackpool in 
connection with the murder and 
disappearance of 15-year-old Paige 
Chivers has highlighted the strong seam 
of violence and sexual deviancy that 
runs through Britain's far right like a 
stick of Blackpool rock. 

At Preston Crown Court on 28 July, 
Ewing, 60, who was well known to local 
anti fascists, was given life imprisonment 
with a minimum term of 33 years. He 
was also found guilty of perverting the 
course of justice by intimidating witnesses 
and providing false information to the 
police. Dewhurst, 46, his co-defendant 
and fellow Nazi, was jailed for eight years 
for perverting the course of justice and 
helping Ewing dispose of the body. 

In Lancashire, as elsewhere in the 
country, the far right has attempted to 
make much of the grooming of white 
teenage girls by sex offenders of South 
Asian and specifically Muslim origin. As 
recently as November 2014 erstwhile 
BNP leader Nick Griffin attempted to 
resurrect his political career by 
organising a rally in Blackpool in which 
he denounced Asian grooming gangs. 

Blackpool, the UK's most visited town 
outside of London, is a place that for 


BNP member and murderer Bob Ewing 
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many people is a place of magical 
childhood memories. However the 
resort, once infamously compared by 
Bernard Levin to “an elephant's anus", 
also has a darker side - one 
characterised by poverty, substance 
abuse and sexual offending. 

In contrast to the mill towns of east 
Lancashire where the BNP gained some 
electoral success in the early noughties, 
Blackpool's black and Asian population is 
relatively small. In their propaganda far- 
right extremists in Blackpool have 
therefore often fallen back on their: 
traditional victim groups — the Jews, the 
Irish, the Romany and the gay 
communities as well as the labour and 
trade union movement. It should come 
as no surprise to the Nazis that it is from 
precisely these communities that 
Searchlight has drawn some of its most 
dedicated and effective anti-fascists in the 
local area. From the 1990s onwards 
Searchlight has had a strong network in 
the town, comprising bar staff, taxi drivers, 
night club door men and shop staff. 

It was with the help of these activists 
that Searchlight was able to monitor the 
activities of Ewing and Dewhurst for 
many years before the shocking events 
of August 2007, when Paige 
disappeared. Both men were regular 
visitors to Pablo's rock stall from the 
1990s onwards. The rock stall is a 


Gareth Dewhurst, the BNP member who helped Ewing 


dispose of Paige's body 


HMM 


Paige Chivers: murdered not by Muslims but by a 

BNP member 

magnet for local nazis, who often met 
under the guise of scooter club 
enthusiasts. Both men's names appeared 
on the BNP membership list leaked in 
April 2009 while Dewhurst acted as an 
assenter for fellow sexual deviant John 
Ellis of Fleetwood who stood as the BNP 
candidate for Blackpool North in the 
1997 general election despite having a 
conviction for stealing women's 
underwear from local washing lines. 

In true Nazi style, during the murder 
trial Ewing attempted to throw police 
and prosecutors off his scent by 
claiming that Paige had been taken by 
“gypsies”. Covert police surveillance 
tapes also recorded Ewing saying “the 
police know that we're Nazis”. 
However stains of Paige's blood found 
in Ewing's flat linked him 
incontrovertibly to her murder and 
disappearance. And during a drug 
fuelled outburst Dewhurst told a 16- 
year-old boy that he had helped Ewing 
dispose of Paige's body and that Ewing 
had forced him to commit an act of 
necrophilia on her corpse. Other covert 
police tapes recorded Dewhurst 
claiming that Paige “got what she 
deserved” and Ewing using the phrase 
“quick hammer round the head”. 

Paige's body has never been found 
and Ewing continues to deny any 
involvement with her disappearance. 


By Sonia Gable 


BOB EWING, WHO was convicted for the murder of 15-year- 
old Paige Chivers, had been welcomed with open arms by 
both the British National Party and later the English Defence 
League despite a string of previous sex convictions, including 
a 12 month jail sentence in 1995 for gross indecency and 
sexual assault on a 13-year-old girl. 

He is, by far, not the only man connected to the BNP who has 
been convicted of crimes against children or other sex crimes. 

Yet the BNP has made a big show of campaigning on the 
issue of Muslim grooming of teenage girls and has in 
particular highlighted the cases of Paige Chivers and Charlene 
Downes, who disappeared without trace in Blackpool on 1 
November 2003, aged 14. 

In June 2012 the BNP handed out leaflets in Blackpool 
before holding an outdoor rally and an indoor meeting with 
speeches from party leader Nick Griffin and Karen Downes, ON iaienaniiiiiiiones —" 
Charlene's mother, who has attached herself to the BNP. BNP "Justice for Charlene Downes" demonstrators get soaked in Blackpool, 

In November 2012 the BNP called a demonstration in 2 November 2012 
Blackpool calling for “justice for Charlene” and linked lyad 
Albattikhi and Mohammed Reveshi, the owners of a kebab shop, In November 2013 the BNP claimed credit for the Crown 


to the murder of both girls, despite their acquittal after trial for Prosecution Service's decision to reopen the investigations into 
the Downes murder. The BNP have said repeatedly that Charlene both girls’ disappearances, proclaiming: “The re-opening of 
was cut up and turned into kebabs and that Paige went the the case marks another incredible achievement for the BNP 
same way. The police believe that the two cases are not linked. and another victory in our campaign to Protect Children - but 
al ELECTION OF AMEMBER 


Justice for Charlene Downes’ | Sateen i 
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14-year-old Charlene Downes disappeared in 2003. Two men, lyad Albattikhi and 
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Paige Chivers — Police committed to finding her killer(s) m7 
Police in Lancashire have said they are committed to finding the killer of a missing teenager. wv 
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we're not there yet ... this is just the beginning! 

“We must continue to alert the public to these cases, and to 
the countless other young white girls who are still to this day 
being sexually, emotionally and physically abused by rampant 
gangs of Muslim groomers up and down our country," the 
BNP continued. 

In May 2014 Griffin, then still leader of the BNP, claimed 
“mass immigration is a crime against women" and ranted: “Is 
it wrong to equate one case, however bad, with the past 
times when Islamic pirate ships terrorised the south and west 
coasts of England and Ireland, kidnapping girls to be sold in 
the slave-markets of North Africa along with the estimated 1 
million European victims of the Islamic slave trade? Is this 
‘Isamophobia'? 

“No! It's the truth. Because some of the groomers are 
Somalis. Others are Pakistanis. Others are Albanians or Kurds. 
In the case of the disappearance of Charlene Downes and 
Paige Chivers in Blackpool, it was Jordanians [a reference to 
Albattikhi and Reveshi]. What is the common denominator? 
Race? No! Islam? Yes." 


BNP convictions 


Ewing and Dewhurst join a long list of BNP members and 
supporters convicted of crimes against children, several of 
whom have convictions for violence or even terrorism offences. 

Robert Bennett ran the BNP's leafleting campaign in 
Oldham in 2002 despite his conviction for the gang rape of 
two 17-year-old girls in 1976, for which he was sentenced to 
five years in prison. Bennett had lured the girls to a house 
with four other men claiming there was a party in progress. 
But the teenagers found they were the only guests, and they 
were forced into separate bedrooms and raped repeatedly. 
Afterwards they were thrown together on a bed and ordered 
to perform lesbian acts. 

In November 2005 Roderick Rowley, 51, from Coventry was 
jailed for 15 months for offences relating to obscene images 
of children. The former soldier and Midland BNP election 
candidate was also ordered by Birmingham Crown Court to 
register as a sex offender for ten years after admitting 14 
charges of making indecent photos, four of distributing them 
and one charge of possessing an image for distribution. 

Martyn Gilleard, who was jailed for 16 years for terrorism 
and child pornography offences, was connected with several 
far-right groups, including the BNP. When police raided his flat 
in October 2007, they found over 39,000 indecent images of 
children, including some in the most serious category 


Paedophile and Nazi terrorist Martyn Gilleard 
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Nigel Hesmondhalgh, BNP supporter and prolific offender 


depicting acts of sexual sadism, torture and rape. They also 
found an array of knives, guns, machetes, swords, axes, 
bullets and four nail bombs, together with internet 
instructions for making poison and bombs and “significant” 
amounts of racist literature from several far-right parties. As 
well as having BNP literature at his home, he was active with 
the BNP in Scotland. After the racially motivated murder of 
15-year-old Kriss Donald in Glasgow, Gilleard travelled to the 
city to join BNP activists in an attempt to stir up racial tension 
by distributing BNP and Combat 18 material. 

Sid Chaney from Basildon befriended and defended the 
notorious convicted paedophile Frank Beck and, in the 1980s, 
associated with a far-right political activist who had an 
improper interest in young boys. Chaney stood as a candidate 
for the BNP in the European Parliamentary election in 2004 
and in several council elections. 

In November 2008 lan Hindle was jailed for three years for 
having sex with a child and Andrew Wells was jailed for two 
years and three months after admitting engaging in sexual 
activity with a child and engaging in sexual activity in the 
presence of a child. The BNP said it expelled the pair, both 
from Blackburn, after publicity about their offences. 

Hindle and Wells gained further notoriety when they 
appeared in an investigation in The Times in January 2011 on 
grooming of young girls for sex by men of south Asian 
ethnicity. They were two of the only three white offenders 
among the 56 on-street grooming cases the paper examined. 

Then there is Ellis Hammond, a former Police Community 
Support Officer (PCSO), who pleaded guilty in 2009 to five 
specimen charges of downloading and possessing 58 indecent 
images of children, ranging from level 1 to level 5 (the most 
serious). The police had removed Hammond's computer while 
executing a warrant to search his home in Welling for 
weapons, where they found an arsenal including a CS gas 
canister, a knuckle duster and eight combat knives, as well as 
hate material and a current BNP membership card. Because of 
a backlog of police computer forensic work, it was over a year 
until the police discovered the 169 pornographic images of 
children and charged him. 

Hammond, a member of Bexley BNP branch, was given a 
three-year community order and required to undertake a sex 
offenders’ programme. His name was placed on the Sex 
Offenders’ register for five years and he was banned for life 
from working with people aged under 18.. He had lied on his 
PCSO application form, claiming not to be a member of a 
proscribed organisation, namely the BNP. 


Young, Nazi and proud: Mark Collett 


Pablo's rock stall, hangout for Blackpool Nazis 


Another BNP supporter with a keen interest in child 
pornography is Nigel Hesmondhalgh from Hyndburn, 
Lancashire. Hesmondhalgh, 37, was imprisoned for nine 
months in January 2011 after a series of degrading photos 
and videos of children were found on his home computer. He 
was also ordered to sign the sex offenders’ register for 10 
years. He added this conviction to over 90 previous offences, 
including several counts of racially aggravated harassment, 
including piling up dog dirt outside the home of his Asian 
neighbours and telling them: “It's a white country not a 
Muslim state”. 


Collett and Hannam 


The rot in the BNP went right to the top. 

In December 2006 Mark Collett, the party's publicity officer, 
and deputy treasurer Dave Hannam were issued with final 
warnings by the party's disciplinary committee after 
accusations that they brought two underage girls back to the 
hotel during the BNP conference in Blackpool. Collett insisted 
that he did not know their age and said he told them to go 
home as soon as he found out that that they were only 15. 

Collett, who had been leader of the Young BNP, had been 
seen as a future BNP leader, despite his participation in a 
Channel 4 television documentary about his personal and 
political life. The programme, Young, Nazi and Proud, in 
which Collett admitted supporting Hitler and the Nazis was 
shown in 2002. 

Controversy over Collett and Hannam was one of the factors 
that led to a crisis within the BNP in winter 2007/08 and the 
expulsion of several senior officers. Griffin took the side of 
Collett and Hannam and saved the BNP from a threatened 
split, though the unity turned out to be only temporary. 
Hannam, despite being widely derided as financially 
incompetent, was promoted to national treasurer in February 
2010, but only lasted in that role until the following October. 

Since 2010 the BNP has suffered a series of internal crises, 
culminating with the ousting of Griffin as leader in July 2014 
and his expulsion from the party announced on 1 October the 
same year. The party fielded only eight candidates in the May 
2015 general election, all of whom polled abysmally. So 


The BNP turned out in force in Romford on 15 August 


desperate is the BNP for any success, however tiny, that it is 
currently ecstatic over the election of a single candidate to a 
parish council in Essex. 

These days a big event for the BNP is five activists 
distributing 600 anti-immigration leaflets in Romford town 
centre on Saturday 15 August. Meanwhile Clive Jefferson, the 
party's treasurer, repeatedly sends out the same email trying 
to persuade supporters to remember the BNP in their will. The 
email, originally written in 2013, cites James Connolly, who 
died in 2012 leaving £170,000 to the party. The BNP relies on 
such bequests as the last time a living supporter made a 
donation big enough to be reported to the Electoral 
Commission was in October 2009. 

Anyone who gives money to the BNP these days must be 
mad, bad or both. Jefferson may be hoping no one will notice, 
but he has failed to produce the party's 2014 accounts, which 
should have been with the Electoral Commission by 7 July. His 
promise of financial “full transparency”, shortly after his 
appointment as treasurer, has proved worthless, just like the 
BNP's claims about Paige Chivers. 


BNP supporters try to present themselves as protectors of children 
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By Invictus 


THE BRITISH FASCIST movement 
shows no sign of recovery three 
months after suffering its worst 
general election result in decades. 
While several leading characters 
recognise the scale of the disaster, 
they have so far been unable even to 
construct the smallest foundations of 
a renaissance. For several hardcore 
nazis (young and old) the present 
crisis offers an opportunity to return 
to violent street politics: not only the 
familiar thuggery of NF-style football 
hooligans, but a new confrontational 
style with a terrorist trajectory. 
Undoubtedly the sharpest decline 
has afflicted what was Britain's most 
successful far-right movement, the 
British National Party. Having 
originally grown out of a minority 
faction in the early 1980s National 
Front, with a semi-admitted nazism 


and a constitution giving flihrer-style 
power to its leader John Tyndall, the 
BNP became even more authoritarian 
after 1999 under Tyndall's successor 
Nick Griffin. 

During his 15 years as BNP leader 
Griffin adopted various ideological 
poses, but his essential drive was to 
“modernise” the party's image with 
voters, while hardening its ftihrer- 
principle constitution still further. This 
was in contrast to what had been 
Griffin's own image as an ultra- 
hardline fascist during his first 20 
years in politics, starting as a 
Cambridge undergraduate in the late 
1970s when he was an adoring 
acolyte of the NF's national organiser 
Martin Webster. 

The new-style, post-millennium BNP 
was much taken up with internal 
factional politics, with Griffin seeking 


Nick Griffin (centre) and Andrew Brons (right) dodge protesters after their election to the European Parliament in 


2009. The two men soon fell out and the party went downhill from there 
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to marginalise potential rivals such as 
the defeated Tyndall (who incessantly 
plotted revenge until his death from a 
heart attack in 2005) and even former 
allies such as Mark Cotterill, who 
returned from his role as Griffin's 
fundraiser in America and continued 
producing his influential nazi journal 
Heritage and Destiny from a new 
base in Lancashire. 

BNP strategy was largely 
opportunist. During the late 1980s 
when Muslims in Britain reacted 
furiously against Salman Rushdie's 
novel The Satanic Verses, with its 
alleged blasphemy against the Prophet 
Muhammad, one or two strategists in 
the NF's populist “Flag Group" faction 
had seen the chance to repackage 
their racism as opposition to Islamic 
“fundamentalism”. This strategy never 
progressed beyond one or two street 


Controversy over Salman Rushdie's book prompted the 
far right to embrace Islamophobia 


Martin Webster, National Front organiser in the 1970s, still addresses several Nazi events (Photo: Daphne Liddle) 


marches, because the Flag Group 
faction itself collapsed by the end of 
the 1980s, but it was prophetic (no 
pun intended!). 

Although rival NF leaders (including 
Griffin himself) took the opposite 
stance during the Satanic Verses affair 
and aligned themselves with Rushdie's 
chief persecutor, the Iranian theocrat 
Ayatollah Khomeini, by the time of 
9/11 it had become obvious that anti- 
Muslim politics offered the greatest 
electoral potential. Even before 2001 
the most successful BNP branches had 
been in areas with a history of conflict 
between working-class whites and 
(mostly Muslim) Asian youth. During 
the first years of Griffin's leadership 
his party struck a particular chord in 
parts of East Lancashire (such as 
Burnley and Oldham) and West 
Yorkshire (including Halifax and 
Bradford). 

A decade before the English 
Defence League, the BNP was already 


focused on Islamophobic politics. 
Unlike Tommy Robinson's coalition of 
thugs, Griffin's party reaped an 
electoral dividend, winning dozens of 
council seats and ultimately electing 
both Griffin and his fellow ex-NF 
chairman Andrew Brons as the first 
BNP Members of the European 
Parliament in 2009. It is easy to 
forget that just six years ago few 
anti-fascists would have dared to 
predict that Griffin and Brons would 
be not only the first, but also the last 
BNP MEPs. 

Today the BNP is incapable of 
electing a local councillor anywhere 
in Britain, let alone a parliamentary 
representative. This is partly a tribute 
to anti-fascist activism across a wide 
range of local community, faith and 
political groups that were determined 
to defend their areas and stand up for 
decency against the fascist resurgence, 
even when national politicians and 
media pandered to racism. 


Mark Cotterill addresses British white supremacists in 
2007 


But a principal reason for the 
remarkably rapid BNP collapse lies 
within the party. Its recruits were 
mostly of poor calibre, and its 
leadership failed to make best use even 
of the mediocre material at its disposal. 
From his first months in power Griffin 
seemed determined to enrich himself 
and his family, and also misdirected a 
growing proportion of BNP resources 
to factional objectives including legal 
costs and wages — believing that he 
could both silence opposition and buy 
himself a support base. 

As explained in previous issues of 
Searchlight, this strategy collapsed last 
summer within weeks of Griffin losing 
his European seat. Party officers 
whom Griffin had counted on as 
stooges — their loyalty supposedly 
bought with the money of BNP 
members, donors and European 
taxpayers — shocked the ftihrer by 
rebelling in a palace coup 
masterminded by Patrick Harrington, 
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Tess Culnane: boarded the sinking ship as the rats left 


Griffin's sinister NF colleague from 
the 1980s who had been brought 
back from the political wilderness, 
only to repay his patron with familiar 
factional treachery. 

Harrington's chosen front man was 
former schoolteacher Adam Walker, 
who had been banned from teaching 
after his conviction for threatening 
children with a knife. This was an 
unpromising background for a party 
leader, and Walker has lived up to his 
critics’ worst expectations. BNP 


This year's failed BNP leadership challenger Paul 
Hilliard, whose candidate statement boasted that he 
had no criminal record 
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Coup mastermind Patrick Harrington (centre) with his chosen BNP chairman, the banned schoolteacher Adam 


Walker (left), and Walker's brother Mark 


membership has continued to slump, 
and the party's only hope seems to be 
that its members die before they 
resign in despair. Harrington, Walker 
and their chief functionary Clive 
Jefferson (a career criminal who 
seemed to successive BNP leaders 
the ideal man to appoint to a range 
of offices including party treasurer) 
are far more interested in their 
members’ wills than in inspiring any 
political activity. 

The only BNP successes since the 
end of the Griffin era have been the 
recruitment of Tess Culnane, a London 
grandmother and frequent election 
candidate who has switched between 
far-right parties over the past 15 years, 
and of Jack Sen, an antisemitic fanatic 
who was thrown out of the UK 
Independence Party for his association 
with some of the internet's wilder 
fringe conspiracy theorists. Once the 
BNP website could boast of winning 
council seats and electing MEPs, now 
the proudest item of party news is the 
recruitment of a failed election 
candidate from the NF and someone 
who was too nutty for UKIP. 

Eventually the sharper knives in the 
BNP drawer realised that the dire 
leadership of Walker and the rest of 


the Harrington clique had to be 
replaced if the party was to stand the 
tiniest chance of recovery. Every 
credible leadership candidate having 
long since left or been expelled, the 
rebels chose Paul Hilliard, almost 
unknown outside his native 
Derbyshire. Predictably Hilliard was 
defeated in a dubiously organised 
postal ballot of BNP members, 
though he won the support of some 
of the few respected figures in the 
party, including former Leicestershire 
councillor Cathy Duffy and a large 
part of the London region headed by 
Steve Squire. 

By the time of Searchlight’s next 
issue we expect a further BNP split, 
with Hilliard's supporters either 
resigning or being expelled. 

The question is: where could the 
rebel faction go? Is the British far 
right in such a weak condition that it 
will prove impossible to patch 
together a new coalition — as was 
done with the creation of the NF in 
1967 and the BNP in 1982, each 
formed out of a regrouping of 
existing factions and movements 
in a search for that elusive 
“nationalist unity” ? 

The NEF itself remains, like the BNP, 


NF chairman Kevin Bryan 


a shadow of its former self and beset 
by internal troubles, though in its case 
caused by idiocy rather than fraud. At 
the start of 2015 the party was 
reregistered by the Electoral 
Commission, which recognised the 
Lancashire-based former BNP 


organiser Kevin Bryan as NF chairman. 


The rival faction including former BNP 


London Forum organiser Jez Turner (centre) and Bernadette Jaggers, former BNP activist and minder (photo: KSW) 


activists Bernadette Jaggers and lan 
Edward, and longstanding NF stalwart 
Steve Rowlands, has given up the NF 
name and reorganised as the even 
tinier New Dawn Party, supported by 
neo-nazi street activists Eddy 
Stampton and Piers Mellor. 

Bryan's NF retains the loyalty of 
former BNP national organiser Richard 


Edmonds, though he spends more 
time on Holocaust denial and liaison 
with European nazis. Bryan's biggest 
problem is close to home, where he 
increasingly relied on a bunch of 
thugs with ties to an EDL splinter 
group, the North West Infidels. 
Among these was Kevin McMahon, 
who was last year awarded an NF 
activist of the year award but who 
chose to spend his time attending 
anti-Muslim marches rather than 
assisting Bryan with his general 
election campaign. 

That was bad enough, but far worse 
was McMahon and his wife somehow 
getting into a row with one of British 
fascism's most violent criminals, Simon 
Biggs, best known for his prison 
sentence in the mid-1990s after 
slicing a young black man's face with 
a beer glass. McMahon and his wife 
got off lightly by comparison, but the 
alleged assault on the McMahons by 
Biggs led to the latter's expulsion and 
the collapse of the NF's North East 
region a few weeks ago. 

For most parties losing the likes of 
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Robin Tilbrook, leader and bankroller of the English Democrats 


Biggs would be an advantage: for the 
NF it's another disaster, as the party 
depends on a gang mentality. It is 
quite likely that Biggs and his allies 
will attack NF members loyal to 
McMahon and Bryan at some future 
event. Merely the likelihood of that 
happening will further demoralise an 
already much diminished party. 

But as with the BNP rebels, the 
question still lingers unanswered: 
where could those disillusioned with 
the NF go? 

A couple of years ago one solution 
seemed obvious. Former NF chairman 
and ex-BNP Member of the European 
Parliament Andrew Brons had 
reluctantly signed up to a new party — 
known variously as the British 
Democratic Party, the British 
Democrats or the Brit Dems. Yet 
despite the backing of supposed 
heavyweights on the far right, such as 
barrister Adrian Davies, former UKIP 
and Army reject Andrew Moffatt and 
former BNP treasurer Mike Newland, 
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the BDP project has been still born. 

Apart from their handful of 
heavyweight backers, the BDP had 
two strong local bases: one in 
Newcastle and the other in 
Leicestershire. Their North East base 
depended on the first BDP chairman 
Kevin Scott, a university graduate 
who had previously been in the BNP, 
and it was assumed that Scott's friend 
Ken Booth (a former BNP and NF 
organiser) would take on a lot of the 
new party's administration and 
production of leaflets. 

This arrangement soon collapsed as 
for some reason Booth proved unwilling 
to do the work, while Scott spent more 
time in online arguments with other 
BDP founders such as Moffatt and 
Newland than in building the party. 

Earlier this year the BDP tried to 
relaunch with the party offices 
transferred to Leicestershire, but 
despite putting up several local 
election candidates in May the 
organisation remains moribund. Brons 


Mark Atkinson, founder and former leader of the 
Racial Volunteer Force, who was jailed in 2005 for 
inciting race hate through his magazine Stormer 


and several other founding members 
have effectively given up. 

One far-right party will continue for 
as long as its chairman's chequebook 
remains open: the English Democrats, 
led by Essex solicitor Robin Tilbrook. 
Since 2011 the EDs’ ranks have been 
open to several former BNP activists, 
notably Eddy Butler and some of the 
faction who backed his failed BNP 
leadership bid in 2010. Yet election 
results have been dire and apart from 
Tilbrook's money the party is going 
nowhere. Its core vote in Essex and 
Kent has deserted to UKIP, but 
outside the Barnsley branch run by 
lan Sutton the party has made no 
inroads into former BNP areas. 

As usual British fascism continues to 
spawn tiny parties and microscopic 
factions. In 2015 few of these reach 
beyond the proverbial two men and a 
dog: in some cases even the dog 
has quit. Most surprisingly, Griffin and 
his supporters have totally failed to 
build any kind of alternative 


movement, despite two attempts — 
Griffin's own British Unity and the 
more electorally-based British Voice 
led by his stooge Mike Whitby. Griffin 
seems more interested in regular 
Twitter and Facebook postings, which 
keep his name alive and attract 
invitations to international 
conferences where he can deliver 
well-remunerated backing for 
dictators from Moscow to Damascus. 
So a British racist looking for an 
electoral outlet to vent his spleen 
must really choose between the BNP, 
NF, BDP and EDs. None of them are 
looking a healthy option, and 
remarkably none have so far 
benefited from UKIP's post-election 
trauma. Past experience suggests that 
eventually British fascism will revive, 
possibly after the European issue is 
settled by the expected referendum. 
One way or another, UKIP will then 
lose its raison d’étre and the Tory 
Right could go through another 
Monday Club type spasm. A new 


o 


party would then be likely, perhaps 
recruiting the small number of 
credible activists and organisers from 
the four existing far-right parties. 
Until then the main concern for anti- 
fascists lies outside the electoral area. 
During recent years two sections of 
the British far right have expanded in 
size, quality and influence. We could 
summarise these as the intellectual 
discussion/publishing scene, and a 
new wave of street activism. Several 
key individuals are active in both 
areas, linked via the Europe-wide 
“identitarian" movement, which seeks 
to rebrand national socialism and 
extend its appeal to disaffected youth, 
including the more affluent and 
educated elements whom the British 
far right has usually failed to attract. 
Former soldier Jez Turner has been 
central to numerous events, including 
his own London Forum which 
regularly hosts high level international 
speakers from across the 
nazi/fascist/racist spectrum. 


Street activist Piers Mellor (holding loudhailer) together with Kevin Layzell, short-lived BNP youth organiser (photo: KSW) 


Searchlight in cooperation with The 
Mail on Sunday has exposed the last 
two Forum meetings, booked under 
cover of assumed names in prestigious 
London hotels, with speakers 
including the Spanish nazi criminal 
Pedro Varela, Holocaust-denying 
“historian” David Irving, and his 
American colleague Mark Weber. 

Turner also hosted the Russian 
martial arts specialist Denis Nikitin and 
is increasingly close to the violent 
Polish nazi NOP (National Revival of 
Poland) gang. He has joined NOP 
members in extremist demonstrations 
on London's streets, including in 
support of Golden Dawn outside the 
Greek Embassy, and for the jailed 
American terrorist Gary Yarbrough 
outside the US Embassy. 

The British authorities ought to be 
concerned about several aspects of 
these events, and the secret 
paramilitary training that has been 
conducted by Turner's friends in 
Western Spring, one of several fronts 
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that have developed in the past 
couple of years for British nazis who 
have abandoned electoral politics. 
Western Spring's training is headed by 
Matt Tait, a former BNP street fighter 
from a wealthy family who recently 
addressed Jared Taylor's American 
Renaissance conference in Tennessee, 


} 8 


Nazis protest outside the US Embassy in London in support of the jailed US far-right terrorist Gary Yarborough 


one of the most prestigious events in 
the international racist calendar. 

Two rare examples of the 
intellectual British far right also crop 
up repeatedly at Turner's events and 
on street activities. The Heritage and 
Destiny team is usually represented, 
with Cotterill attending Ulster Loyalist 


Chris Livingstone (left) and Peter Rushton, familiar faces at far-right demonstrations 
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and EDL/NWI connected anti-Muslim 
protests with football gangs, while 
Peter Rushton is a frequent speaker at 
the various Embassy demos and anti- 
Jewish events. Likewise, the far-right 
publishing outfit Arktos, whose 
output is often reviewed in Cotterill's 
magazine, has a regular presence at 
the London Forum. Arktos front man 
Mick Brooks appeared at the NF's 
Remembrance Day parade. 

One potentially misleading but 
dangerous aspect of this scene is the 
supposed split between supporters of 
Vladimir Putin's new Russian 
imperialism, and those who apparently 
back the neo-nazi wing of the anti- 
Putin Ukrainian nationalist movement. 
Some of the organisers of pro-Golden 
Dawn events, such as Eddy Stampton 
and Piers Mellor (who were also 
behind the recent widely publicised 
antisemitic rally planned for Golders 
Green), are aggressively pro-Putin, as 
is the nazi criminal and suspected 
police informer Mark Atkinson. 

Others associated with National 


Action, as well as the former BNP 
candidate Chris --, who organised the 
two demonstrations at the US 
Embassy in support of the American 
terrorist group The Order, are 
outspoken in their backing for 
Ukrainian anti-Putin nazis in the Azov 
Battalion and the so-called 
Misanthropic Division. Some of the 
latter are (whether they know it or 
not) part of Putin's agent provocateur 
operations, aimed at discrediting his 
Ukrainian opponents. The biggest 
danger is that to this end Russian 
intelligence might use its connections 
with the various forms of paramilitary 
training among British nazis to stage a 
violent incident on British soil. 

In March and August this year 
events labelled “White Man March" 
were organised in Newcastle and 
Liverpool, by the North East based 
Wayne Jarvie with the support of 
National Action and British 
Movement. NA has carried out its 
own martial arts training, and though 
its criminal plans at first involve low 
level violence — vandalism and 
intimidatory “flash demos" — NA 
propaganda leaves no doubt as to the 
group's extremist objectives. It comes 
as no surprise to see an NA supporter 
incited to attempt a racist murder. 

Following a series of exposés in 
Searchlight, arrests and police raids, 
some NA leaders are reportedly 
panicking and it will be interesting to 
see who actually turns up in August for 
the Liverpool event. As in Newcastle 
five months earlier, arrests are likely, 
though it would be more beneficial for 
the authorities to take an interest in 
armed paramilitary training camps, 
rather than merely picking up occasional 
marchers for a public order offence. 

On present form, with Britain's nazis 
increasingly despondent at the 
collapse of their electoral efforts, 
serious violence is likely unless 
deliberate provocations and 
preparations for terror are treated as 
the criminal acts they actually are. 
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Eddy Stampton (centre in shades), serial joiner and quitter of tiny Nazi groups (Photo: Daphne Liddle) 


Despite its Nazi and racist politics, the National Front is still allowed to parade in Whitehall on the afternoon of 
Remembrance Day 
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Investigation nvestigation 


By Anton Schekhovtsov 


SEARCHLIGHT HAS WRITTEN often in the past about 
the Kremlin's active cooperation — sometimes financial — 
with European far-right parties. However, Moscow is 
also engaged in even more sinister activities, namely 
whipping up racial hatred in the West in order to 
discredit democratic societies that have taken a strong 
position on sanctions against Russia because of its war 
on Ukraine. 

The “anti-Jewification" demonstration that took place 
in London on 4 July might an example of such activities 
— at least there are sound reasons to suspect this. 

The Nazis had planned to hold a protest against “the 
Jewish occupation of Britain in Golders Green, a part of 
North West London with a high Jewish population, but 
after protests from the Jewish community and others it 
was moved to Whitehall. 

The demonstration was organised by the Nazi Eddy 
Stampton, aman notorious for drunken violence Piers Mellor (left) and RT propagandist Graham Phillips (bald man right of centre) at 
eyes women. ae wise attended, among bthers by an anti-Ukrainian protest in London, March 2015 
his Nazi mate Piers Mellor; the head of the far-right 


London Forum (IONA) Jeremy “Jez” Bedford-Turner: protest on 4 July are not simply fascists, but are in one 

and Britain-based activists of the Polish fascist National Way or another connected to the Sait — 

Revival of Poland (Narodowe Odrodzenie Polski). Bedford-Turner leads the self-styled “New Right 
London Forum (JONA) that hosted, on 12 October 


This was not the first time that Stampton, Mellor, pay 
Bedford-Turner and the Polish fascists came together. gol sag conference titled The end of the 2bSipih 
On 29 November 2014 they organised a demonstration World: the post-American century and beyond”. The 


in support of the Greek neo-Nazi Golden Dawn party main speaker at this conference was the infamous 
outside the Greek Embassy in London. Russian Fascist Aleksandr Dugin, who is building links 


between Western far-right/far-left organisations and 
Moscow, and who was also involved, in 2006, in 
training activists from the pro-Russian extremist 
organisation Donetsk Republic. Bedford-Turner also 
invited the Russian neo-Nazi activist Denis Nikitin to 
speak at one of the Forum's meetings in August 2014. 
This was not the only connection between Nikitin and 
ue’Stop = =the British extreme right. Nikitin, who also directs the 
SUPPLYING ie Russian White Rex company, which organises mixed 
4 | : N martial arts tournaments in Russia and Europe, was a 
key person in providing ideological and lethal weapons 
training sessions to British Nazis at a training camp in 
Wales. The Russians are clearly involved in training 
would-be right-wing British terrorists. 
Another man at the antisemitic demo, the Australian 
London-based Nazi Piers Mellor, also took part in the 
_ Moscow- inspired anti-Ukrainian protest in March 2015. 
Piers Mellor (left) at an anti-Ukrainian protest in London, March 2015 Together with Mellor, protesting against non-existent 


Most of the prominent activists who took part in the 
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UK arms supplies to Ukraine, was Graham Phillips, a 
British RT propagandist and strong supporter of pro- 
Russian extremists in Eastern Ukraine, including the 
Donetsk Republic, where he spent most of 2014. 

Upon his return to London, Phillips immediately joined 
the UK Independence Party (UKIP) whose leaders, 
including Nigel Farage and Diane James, have openly 
expressed admiration of Russia's president Vladimir 
Putin. UKIP MEPs are also active opponents of the 
sanctions against Russia. 

RT, the major tool in Russia's information warfare 
against the West, was keen to report on the Nazi 
gathering in London, but of course without mentioning 
any connections between its participants and the 
Russians. Nor has RT mentioned that Stampton is a fan 
of the pro-Russian extremists in eastern Ukraine. 

Why would the Kremlin be interested in whipping up 
racial hatred in Britain? The fact is that when the 
Russians find it difficult to buy political influence in any 


Arkadiusz Rzepinski, UK leader of the Polish NOP (in dark glasses holding white 
paper), Eddy Stampton (white shirt) and Jez Bedford-Turner (with clipboard) at the 
Nazi antisemitic protest in Whitehall. The woman on the left is also an NOP 
supporter (Photo: KSW) 


particular Western country, they try to discredit it as a 
hotbed of fascism. The classic example is the KGB's 
“psy-op" in Western countries at the end of the 1950s. 
At that time the KGB and its counterparts in the 
countries of the Warsaw Pact were infiltrating Nazi 


organisations in West Germany and some other Western 


countries in order to goad them into extremist activities, 
so that the Soviet Union could point to an alleged 
resurgence of Nazism in the West. The most prominent 


incident was the “swastika operation” devised by Soviet 


KGB General Ivan Agayants and carried out in 1959-60 
in Western cities and towns. 

In that period, KGB agents painted swastikas and 
antisemitic slogans on synagogues, tombstones and 
Jewish-owned shops in West Germany. Jewish families 
received anonymous hate mail and threatening phone 
calls. The initial KGB operation was intended to stir up 
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A screenshot from Eddy Stampton's Facebook page, featuring a photo of Aleksey 
Mozgovoy, one of the leaders of pro-Russian extremists in Eastern Ukraine killed by a 
rival pro-Russian gang 


residual antisemitic sentiments in Western societies and 
produce a snowball effect in which troublemakers would 
then carry out antisemitic activities on their own. The 
“swastika operation” in West Germany caused 
considerable damage to the reputation of the country in 
the West: its diplomats were ostracised, West German 
products were boycotted, Bonn was assailed for its 
alleged inability to deal with Nazism, and questions 
were raised about the credibility of the country as a 
member of Nato. 

The established connections between the organisers 
of, and participants in, the antisemitic demonstration in 
London on 4 July and the Russian actors (as well as 
other evidence) provide a good reason to suspect that 
Moscow is now involved in similar “psy-ops” in Britain. 


Weapons trainer Denis Nikitin, founder and head of White Rex 
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‘Investigation 


By Gerry Gable 


SEARCHLIGHT makes no apologies for the strong line we 
have taken against Vladimir Putin's regime in Russia and its 
interference in the politics of other countries. 

This has led to accusations that our material is written by 
US Secretary of State John Kerry and the CIA. In response 
we say look at Searchlight's track record. During the Cold 
War the CIA played a central role in Gladio, a Nato “stay- 
behind” operation in Europe. | was part of the production 
team on a series of films made by The Observer, which 
exposed the involvement of the far-right Western Goals 
organisation and its links to US-backed murder squads in 
Latin America. These matters have also featured in 
Searchlight magazine. 

Nothing we have published on the rigging of the Crimea 
independence referendum has been disproved. And when 
the group Anti-Fascist Action for Greece decided to extend 
its activities to Ukraine and called a meeting in London at 
which it claimed it had the support of Ukrainian anti-fascist 
groups with a mass following, we warned that these 
Ukrainian groups had little or no activity of any substance 


; Jez Bedford-Turner reading out orders to his minuscule band of followers at the anti- 
and that one of the groups was connected with the EU protest (photo: KSW) 


Arkadiusz Rzepinski, UK leader of the Polish NOP, and Piers Mellor (with phone) looking bored at the Nazi demonstration against the European Union on 11 July (photo: KSW) 
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murderous Lyndon Le Rouche set-up, which for years was 
linked to both the extreme right and various Western 
intelligence services. 

Russia Today (RT), Putin's well financed propaganda TV 
station is adept at twisting the truth to suit his regime's aim 
of discrediting Western democracies. On 15 August the 
fascists of National Action tried to hold a “White Man 
March” in Liverpool and got run out of the city. RT's 
extensive reports on the day's events were heavily biased in 
favour of the masked and black-uniformed alleged anti- 
fascists of Anti-Fascist Network (AFN), whose activities suit 
Putin's agenda of disruption and disparaging genuine anti- 
fascists. RT repeatedly and untruthfully claimed the mayor of 
Liverpool had not tried to get the Nazi march banned, and 
belittled the local Labour Party and numerous trade unionists 
who turned out in support of Unite Against Fascism (UAF). 

Videos from the day show that the AFN march was small. 
While the AFN were busy threatening photographers and 
setting off smoke bombs, hundreds of Liverpudlians took the 
lead in the head to head fighting with National Action. There 
is little or no evidence that any of the AFN marchers laid a 
hand or boot on the Nazis. 

The AFN are also keen on demonstrating outside the 
Ukrainian Embassy in the company of known fascists and 
Nazis as well as Graham Phillips, who recently returned from 
the Russian-occupied Donetsk Republic and immediately 
joined Putin's friends in the UK Independence Party. 

A week after the Nazis’ provocative “anti-Jewification” 
fiasco in Whitehall on 4 July, when just 25 Nazis turned up 
to the much-hyped demonstration and were faced by 
hundreds of anti-fascists, came another Nazi failure outside 
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Piers Mellor, Arkadiusz Rzepinski and Jez Bedford-Turner at the anti-Jewish protest in Whitehall on 4 July (photo: KSW) 
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the London offices of the European Parliament in nearby 
Smith Square. 

The Nazi for all seasons and many different groups, Jez 
Bedford-Turner, had called a mass demonstration outside the 
Commission's office, and asked his allies from as many 
European far-right parties as possible to represent their 
countries by bringing their national flags. It was intended to 
be an act of solidarity against the European Union, the target 
of hate from Putin and his acolytes, as the European 
Parliament had recently voted to maintain the sanctions 
introduced after Russia's illegal seizure of Crimea. The main 
support for Russia in the European Parliament had come 
from the UKIP MEPs. For some reason the Russians thought 
that Greek MEPs would vote to end the sanctions, but that 
proved incorrect. 

Bedford-Turner's call went unheeded. A maximum of 23 
Nazis showed up and hardly any national flags were 
displayed. The overseas allies consisted of the Polish NOP 
contingent seen at many Nazi events in the UK recently, 
possibly one Greek, and one Australian who by definition did 
not represent any European country. 

Bedford-Turner appears to be at the heart of so many 
recent problems for the fascists as he flits from group to 
group. As well as the flops in Whitehall and Smith Square, 
the Mail on Sunday in conjunction with Searchlight exposed 
the international Holocaust denial conference held at the 
Grosvenor Hotel in London in April, and the meeting in 
South Kensington addressed by the Holocaust denying writer 
David Irving on 25 July, both of which he organised. So it 
will come as no surprise to find that Bedford-Turner was also 
present at the White Man's March in Liverpool. 
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Hundreds of anti-fascists, including Jewish people and those of other faiths, some coming all the way from Manchester and Leeds, opposed the Nazis in Whitehall, joined by 
several tourists astonished to see Nazis on the streets of London (photos: KSW) 
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By Cherry Sewell and Paul Mackney 


AS GREECE'S PRIME MINISTER Alexis 
Tsipras, resigns, Syriza splits, a new 
Popular Unity Party is formed by 25 ex- 
Syriza MPs, and another general election 
is called for September ... solidarity is 
needed more than ever. 

The latest bailout will do little to 
relieve the pressure on the Greek 
people. Only a tiny fraction of the €23 
billion, the first tranche of the third 
bailout paid to Greece on 20 August, 
isavailable to the Greek government to 
spend. €3.4 billion was immediately 
paid to creditor European Central Bank, 
€7.6 billion pays back the EU bridging 
loan made to Greece in July (which in 
turn was used to make loan repayments 
to the ECB and IMF) and €10 billion will 
be put into a fund to recapitalise the 
Greek banks.Research by thee Jubilee 
Debt Campaign has shown that 
something similar happened with the 
first two bailouts. In ‘Wonga-style' 
operations, over 90% of the money 
‘received’ by Greece was transferred 
immediately back to north European 
banks. As even the IMF has come to 
acknowledge, Greece is weighed down 
with debts that can never be paid. 

As the electoral campaign unfolds, we 
need to remind ourselves that the most 
extreme aussterity measures ever 
applied in Europe continue to ravage the 
lives of the people of Greece: 
¢ 25% unemployment, 60% of young 

people unemployed, 73% of those 

without work are long-term 
unemployed with all the associated 
health and mental health problems. 
e Although more than one million 
people are registered as unemployed, 
fewer than 180,000qualify for benefits 
as they have not paid sufficient social 
security contributions. 
As a result of unparalleled wage and 
pension cuts, over 30% exist below 
the poverty line with 17% unable to 
meet their daily food needs. 
¢ 45% of pensioners have income below 
the poverty line of €665 a month, out 
of which many support other 
members of their family. 
3.1 million people have no health 
cover and there is a major shortage of 


doctors resulting from budget cuts 

and the fact that 7,500 doctors have 

left Greece to work abroad since 

2010. 

e The current ‘brain drain’ of young 
graduates leaving the country is 
estimated between 170,000 to 
200,000. 

e Large numbers rely on self-organised 
social solidarity clinics, foodbanks, 
collective kitchens and ‘without 
middlemen’ markets. 

¢ A refugee crisis of unprecedented 
proportions. 

¢ The ever-present danger of a fascist 
takeover in a country with.a history of 
military rule going through a severe 
depression. 

The Greece Solidarity Campaign (GSC) 
is an independent and non-party 
political campaign, founded by Tony 
Benn and supported by many trade 
unions, established to organise 
solidaritywith the people resisting the 
‘shock doctrine’ being applied to 
Greece. GSC has always been clear that 
it is not a solidarity campaign's job to 
advise on decisions, such as exit from 
the euro or the EU, which are currently 
hotly debated in Greece and will be 
resolved by the Greek people 
themselves. We also believe it is 
important to retain a sense of humility 
given our own failure to resist the 
election of a vicious pro-austerity 
government in the UK. Many, including 
the TUC General Council, welcomed the 
election of the Syriza government in 
January 2015 because of its anti- 
austerity platform. GSC has never been 
a Syriza support group but many of the 
Greek anti-austerity activists we worked 
with’ tended to be Syriza members or 
supporters. 

The decision by the Syriza government 
— whether by choice, under duress or 
both — to sign up to a third 
memorandum of austerity measures has 
changed the situation and GSC finds 
itself relating to a complex and 
developing array of organisations in 
Greece, including all anti-austerity 
elements, the main social solidarity 
activists, the new layer of women 


GREECE 
SOLIDARITY 


CAMPAIGN 


community leaders, and recognising 

new political alignments in the unions. 

Despite the complexities of recent 

events, we have been heartened by a 

surge of interest in GSC of late, manifest 

in attendance at meetings and 
demonstrations, and visits to the Greece 

Solidarity Campaign Facebook page and 

website (greecesolidarity.org). We are 

sure this new wave will engage with 

GSC's programme to: 

1. Continue to patiently explain the 
reasons for the crisis in Greece, 
providing factual information, 
demolishing myths. 

2. Organise delegations to Greece and 
promote ‘solidarity tourism’. 

3. Encourage and support solidarity 
links, including support for anti- 
austerity activists both in Greece 
and in the UK. 

4. Build practical support for the social 
solidarity movement including 
Medical Aid for Greece. 

5. Develop policy, involving such 
organisations as the Jubilee Debt 
Campaign, in oppositionto the 
financial occupation of Greece and 
in support of debt relief/cancellation. 

6. Support Europe-wide movements 
working with other groups for a 
change to an anti- or post-austerity 
Europe. 

7. Defend Greece's democracy, 
sovereignty and independence in 
the face of a vicious campaign by 
neo-liberal EU forces. 

8. Actin solidarity with those assisting 
refugees in Greece. 

9. Oppose racism, the danger of a 
resurgent fascist Golden Dawn and 
revival of authoritarianism. 

10. Keep on organising: meetings and 
demonstrations; social media; 
fundraisers, social and cultural 
events; and work with trade 
unionists, social movements and 
political representatives (MPs, MEPs, 
councillors). 


Cherry Sewell and Paul Mackney are 
officers of the Greece Solidarity 
Campaign 

23 August 2015 
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By Leonard Zeskind, www.IREHR.org 


THE CHAIN OF EVENTS began in 
Charleston, South Carolina on 
Wednesday 17 June when 21-year 
old white nationalist Dylann Roof 
attended a Bible study session at the 
historic Emanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal (AME) Church. After an 
hour, Roof reportedly jumped up and 
started shooting, going through five 
clips of ammunition. Nine died, six 
women and three men, included the 
church's pastor, Clements Pinckney, 
who also served as a state senator. 
Roof purposely left one woman alive 
to report his actions and his 
statement: “You rape our women 
and you're taking over our 

country and you have to go." 

In the immediate aftermath of the 
shooting, he was captured by an 
alert patrolman in North Carolina. 
The FBI announced that Roof, who 
had a smalltime criminal record, had 
purchased his .45 calibr handgun 
through a hole in the federal gun 
laws. It soon became known that 
Roof had discovered the white 
nationalist movement through the 
website of the Council of 
Conservative Citizens. And they 
uncovered pictures of the shooter 
posing before the Confederate battle 
flag. 

The Confederate battle flag 
immediately became the point of 
public controversy. In South Carolina, 
the Confederate battle flag (actually 
it's the battle flag of Lee's Army of 
Northern Virginia) had flown on the 
dome of the state capitol building 
since 1962, when it was erected as a 
symbol of state resistance to federal 
desegregation. The flag had been 
under constant attack by the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Coloured People 
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(NAACP) state conference, and it 
was moved near a state capitol 
monument in the year 2000, as part 
of a compromise between civil rights 
advocates and flag supporters. Now 
with the flag showing up as the 
emblem of the murderous church 
shooter, South Carolina Republican 
Governor Nikki Haley called for it to 
be lowered and removed from state 
grounds. (Haley had been born a 
Sikh and had converted to her 
husband's Christianity, and for a 
short period was a Tea Party 
favourite.) 

Legislation was introduced to lower 
the flag, and in a bitter debate state 
senators and representatives with ties 
to various Tea Party organisations 
voted to keep the flag. It passed 
both houses, however, and the 
Confederate flag was taken down 
amid demonstrations for and against 
on 10 July. A number of retailers 
announced that they would no 
longer sell Confederate flags or 
emblems. 

State restrictions on voting rights 
stayed in place, however. No law 
was passed to end racial profiling by 
police authorities. And while 
Democrats pushed for Medicaid 
expansion in the state, the 
Republicans have kept it out, as of 
this writing. Nevertheless, the 
NAACP and other civil rights 
advocates could claim a partial 
victory when the flag came down. 
According to Klan groups, the Sons 
of Confederate Veterans, the League 
of the South and other white 
nationalist groups, the lowering of 
the flag in South Carolina was a loss 
they could not stand. 

The American South is littered with 
Confederate memorials. The 


Daughters of the Confederacy 
erected statues of Confederate 
soldiers near the courthouse in every 
county seat. In Tennessee, there is a 
Nathan Bedford Forrest State Park, 
memorialising the Confederate 
Infantry General and founder of the 
Ku Klux Klan. Forrest's grave and a 
statue still stand in downtown 
Memphis, although efforts have 
begun to remove both. In Stone 
Mountain, Georgia, a large rendering 
of Confederate generals was carved 
into the hillside. The same officers 
and more are situated as large 
statues in downtown Richmond, 
Virginia. And other monuments, 
statues and memorials to white 
supremacy and the Confederacy are 
scattered everywhere. They have 
been the bane of every anti-racist for 
generations. Now a public battle 
over these sites has once again been 
joined. 

Over the weekend of 4 July, before 
the actual vote in the South Carolina 
legislature, IREHR counted more 
than 40 “Save the Flag” rallies 
marshalled in every corner of the 
southern and border states. After the 
vote, on 12 July, approximately 
5,000 people in 2,000 vehicles from 
across central Florida gathered in 
Ocala for a “Southern Heritage not 
Hate” rally for the flag. As of this 
writing, these pro-Confederate rallies 
continue. One reporter for 
Huffington Post counted almost 140 
rallies set through the month of 
August. Most have been organised 
through Facebook pages. Almost 
none have been organised by an 
identifiable political organisation. 
Almost! 

The Loyal White Knights Klan held 
a rally in Columbia, South Carolina, 
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Pro-Confederate rallies over the weekend of 4 July 


the state capital, on Saturday, 18 
July. Individuals from the National 
Socialist Movement joined in. They 
shouted typical Klan chants like 
“Racial Purity is America's Security”, 
but they did not wear the Klan's 
white robes. Instead, they carried a 
sea of Confederate battle flags, 
obviously hoping to cash in on the 
conflict over the flag and recruit new 
members. In the end, they were run 
off the rally site by competing 
protests by anti-racists. Whether or 
not the Loyal White Knights 
recruited any new members, 
however, the Confederate flag battle 
has given a new focus and intensity 
to white nationalists of every stripe. 


A sudden change coming 

Since President Obama was first 
elected in 2009, white nationalists 
have been without a strategy or a 
focus for the here and now. Issues 
such as desegregation, school busing 
and affirmative action, which fuelled 


white supremacist organisations in 
the 1980s, have been decided for 
the time being. For a while white 
nationalists helped build the anti- 
immigrant movement, which still is 
motivated by racist ideas. Little of 
the militia-style energy that fuelled 
the Minutemen and other border 
watchers remains, however. Now 
that movement is largely in the 
hands of the Tea Partiers. They also 
tried to use the issue of “crime”, but 
violent crime rates have been 
declining, even while young black 
men get sent to prison for decades 
for possessing two joints of 
marijuana. They built a ring of think 
tanks, institutes and websites that 
focused on the long-term 
dispossession of white people, but 
had no organising strategy for the 
present. “Developing white 
consciousness", as American 
Renaissance urged, is for the few 
and the middle class professional. 
The white nationalists have banged 
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against Obama's presidency, but 
frankly, that is the Tea Party 
movement's issue — and that too is 
coming to an 
end as a new election cycle nears. 
Now along comes the issue of 
Confederate flags and monuments. 
It has broad — although not universal 
— appeal among southern white 
people. A recent New York Times 
poll of racial issues showed that 57% 
of white people in the USA believe 
that that flag is a symbol of 
“Southern pride” rather than racism. 
Somehow these white people do not 
count black people, whose 
enslavement was defended by troops 
fighting under this flag, as part of 
the South. As such, some might 
swallow the lies upon which white 
nationalism exists, if white 
nationalists develop an aggressive 
and skilled campaign to attract them. 
There is no guarantee that white 
nationalists will act in a skilled 
fashion, of course. And there is lots 
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British and Polish Nazis display the Confederate battle flag in London on 4 July, alongside White Power and Polish 


Nazi symbols (Photo: KSW) 


of evidence that the racists will be 
the nasty brutes that they have 
always proven to be. Consider a 
recent case in the state of Georgia, 
where a black city council member 
from Atlanta has been lobbying to 
add Rev Dr Martin Luther King Jr 
and former President Jimmy Carter 
to the Stone Mountain relief carvings 
of Confederate Generals. The 
population of Stone Mountain is 
now 75% African American, and the 


Pro-Confederate forces gather in the South 
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overwhelming majority must regard 
the carvings as a racist relic. But the 
black city council member has been 
receiving much hate mail, including 
death threats against him and his 
family that must be considered 
significant. Such racist behaviour by 
the hate mailers is brutish and 
barbarian, not skilled. 

Further, anti-racists of all colours 
have flocked to the “Black Lives 
Matter" banner, asserted first in the 


fight against racist police violence. 
And anti-racists are now moving 
faster on police issues than they 
have in decades. Further, the large 
coalition of 180 progressive groups 
gathered by the NAACP in North 
Carolina, under the slogans of Moral 
Monday demonstrations, have 
proved themselves a model for 
others in Georgia, Alabama and 
South Carolina. The model will 
spread, adding anti-racism to 
protests about wages, the 
environment and other issues. 

This anti-racist effort will prove 
broader and more aggressive than in 
years immediately past. It will push 
the white nationalist movement into 
the dustbin, or it will provoke them 
to greater aggressiveness. The 
conflict over Confederate 
monuments and flags, combined 
with the assertiveness of the “Black 
Lives Matter” campaign, will likely 
result in heightened activity by white 
nationalists during the year ahead. 
People of goodwill must continue to 
protest racist police violence, and 
they must push ahead the demands 
of the Moral Monday movement in 
North Carolina. Plus they must 
prepare to explicitly push back at the 
white nationalist activity coming 
down the pike. 


FOR SEVERAL WEEKS newspapers had warned of a strike 
by the UK's almost 700,000 Polish community on 20 
August. A headline in The Mirror read: “Thousands of 
Polish workers to strike in protest against ‘being blamed’ 
for Britain's economic problems". The idea was to 
demonstrate how much the UK relies on them by striking 
for the day and protesting outside Parliament. 


The initiative had arisen out of an online 
discussion among readers of the small 
Polish language newspaper Polish Express, 
which then hosted a Facebook campaign to 
win support for the action. Others, opposed 
to the strike, called for a mass donation of 
blood to the NHS instead to symbolise the 
contribution to the UK made by Poles. 


Both protests were criticised by the Federation of Poles 
in Great Britain, which represents more than 60 Polish 
member organisations. The federation said strike calls had 
been whipped up and that blood donation should not be 
hijacked as a political gesture. 

On the day the strike was barely noticeable and only 
around a dozen people attended the rally outside 
Parliament, fewer than half of whom were Polish. They 
were greatly outnumbered by journalists, beguiled into 
thinking the strike call had legs. 

Polish anti-fascists in the UK also opposed the strike. 
We publish below the position statement of Dywizjon 161 
(161 Crew), a group of active Polish anti-fascists from the 
anti-authoritarian and autonomous left, based in London. 


Jerzy (or George as he sometimes calls himself) Byczynski, chair of the extreme-right 
Polish youth association Patriae Fidelis, founded in London in 2011 


About the ‘Polish strike’ — 


position of Dywizjon 161 


TODAY IN THE UK, a “Polish strike” is supposed to be taking 
place. This is an informal initiative started in the course of 
discussion on Polish migrant internet forums and results from 
dissatisfaction with the anti-immigrant rhetoric of the British 
government and a feeling, that the work of Poles living in the 
UK is not being respected. At first glance it seems that our 
initiative of anti-fascist immigrants should support such a strike. 
There are many factors that decide against it though. 

First of all, as a group following the notion that the “working 
class has no nation” we think that any strike action limited only 
to one national group is not only ineffective but also very often 
harmful, helping the privileged classes to divide workers instead 
of uniting them. By all means we support strikes, but only those 
aimed at improvement for ALL workers, regardless of their 
country of origin, race, gender or other criteria. 

Analysing the motivation of many of the strike supporters, 
we notice that often it is not about workers’ solidarity, but a 
feeling of superiority. It is being proudly highlighted that they 
are here “not for the benefits”, incorporating themselves in 
the government campaign scapegoating people on welfare. 
At the same time, in the very same community there has 
been a significant lack of support for strikes in recent years 
and some people have even acted as scabs. The basic factor 
here seems to be a completely egoistical motive. We are not 
interested in any sort of connection with “away patriots” and 
initiatives dividing the working class along national lines. 

During the discussions about the strike, opposition to it had 
been voiced by the nationalists in suits of Patriae Fidelis. Its 
leader, trying to suck up to British politicians and big business, 
criticised not the idea of a strike being limited to one nation but 
the very notion of Poles participating in any action of this nature. 
He explained that it demonstrates a bad example and we should 
all simply work hard instead of protesting, offering instead “Polish 
blood" ie donating blood. This is a classic act of that clown 
Byczynski (chair of Patriae Fedelis) and we are not surprised at all 
to see it, after all the far right is a natural ally of capitalism. 

We should also mention the embarrassing stance of part of 
the Polish immigrant community. On social media the view is 
often expressed that we should all sit quiet and simply be 
happy that somebody wants to employ us. In such statements 
we see a picture of servility towards the bosses, which fills us 
with absolute disgust, an attitude that is unfortunately not 
uncommon among Polish immigrants. 

Everybody needs to understand that the only way to 
success is a COMMON struggle of all workers. Organise 
yourself, unite, join militant trade unions and look around for 
good workers’ initiatives. 
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Tolpuddle Martyrs’ 


By Cathy Pound 


“ON 24TH FEBRUARY 1834, six 
farm labourers from Tolpuddle were 
arrested on a charge of administering 
an illegal oath. The real offence was 
daring to form a trade union to 
defend their livelihoods.” 

So starts the programme for the 


Tolpuddle festival organised each 
year by the South West TUC and 
supported by countless trade unions. 
Tolpuddle History School starts just 
ahead of the main festival 

and this year had the theme 
“culture of protest”. 


estival 17-19 July 2015 


The Trade Union Bill 2015-16, which 
was presented to Parliament on 15 
July 2015 days before the Tolpuddle 
Martyrs’ Festival, is seen by some as 
an attempt to finish off the trade 
union movement, in a continuation 
of the efforts made back in 1834 to 


TUC General Secretary Frances O'Grady takes part in the procession through the village alongside Nigel Costley, Regional Secretary of South West TUC (Photo: Ben Wallis) 
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Several campaign groups set up stalls in the marquee. The Searchlight stall attracted a steady stream of supporters 
(Photos: Ben Wallis) 


stifle the birth of the trade union 
movement by outlawing any 
collective action. 
Just as the efforts in 1834 failed, 
those gathered at Tolpuddle were 
there to reassert their commitment to 
the fight to keep trade union activity 
alive and to refuse to allow their 
legitimate activities to be criminalised. 
A debate in the village hall on the 
Friday evening provided some 
analysis of the Bill and highlighted 
the main threats to trade union 
freedoms. Workers and trade 
unionists feel more under attack 
than ever by the proposals to impose 
thresholds for turnouts in strike 
ballots, restrictions on the right to 
picket and the removal of the ban 
on the use of agency workers to 
replace striking workers. The 
government is also extending the 
role and powers of the Certification 
Officer, who is responsible for 
regulating trade unions, and 
imposing a new levy to cover the 
CO's costs. The TUC has produced 
a detailed briefing on the Bill, 
which explains how the measures 
will undermine constructive 
employment relations and the 
civil liberties of working people 
in Britain. 
The opportunity then to gather, 
celebrate and organise was very 
welcome with a common refrain 
throughout the weekend being: 
“the largest Tolpuddle I've ever 
seen”. Organisers confirmed 
attendance was up by 25%. 
The talks and book signings 
throughout the weekend were all 
overflowing. David Rosenberg, a 
lifelong anti-fascist, spoke about his 
book Rebel Footprints: 
A Guide to Uncovering London's 
Radical History. On the Sunday 
coaches kept arriving from far and 
wide to join the march and hear the 
main speeches. The procession 
through the village to the chapel and 
back was the largest people have 
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seen for many years with more bands 
and banners than usual. 

TUC General Secretary Frances 
O'Grady spoke of her outrage at the 
completely unashamed attack on the 
trade unions. Speaking of the 
Tolpuddle squire James Frampton, 
O'Grady declared he was “a 
landowner who feared that organised 
labour threatened the power base of 
the wealthy classes and called on the 
full might of the law to quash it”. She 
continued: “Fast forward 180 years 
and ministers are looking to do the 
same", adding: “The Bill is a modern- 
day master class in punishing people 
for daring to stand up for their rights.” 
Speaker after speaker repeated the 
same fury and expressed their 
determination that trade unions 
would still organise and defend 
workers’ rights, conditions and safety 
in the workplace. 

O'Grady ended her speech by calling 
on the crowd to join her in repeating 
the oath, in defiance of the new 
Trade Union Bill, for which the 
Tolpuddle Martyrs had been 
sentenced to seven years’ hard 
labour in Australia back in 1834: 


The Tolpuddle Martyrs’ political conviction and courage was underpinned by their Christian faith. The derelict former 
Methodist chapel, where at least four of the Tolpuddle Martyrs worshipped, has recently been sold to a trust which 
wants to restore it and turn it into a centre for reflection. The chapel was used until at least 1843 and possibly until 1862 


when a new chapel was built (Photo: Sonia Gable) 


“We will, we will, we will be free”. 
The crowds, of course, joined in 
repeating the oath. Nigel Costley, 
South West TUC Regional Secretary, 
who marched alongside O'Grady 
through the village, told the 
Morning Star: “|It shows the spirit of 


Radical history writer David Rosenberg, a longstanding friend of Searchlight, promotes his book (Photo: Ben Wallis) 
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Tolpuddle is alive and kicking,” 
adding: “We're not downhearted, 
we're organised to fight”. 


The Tolpuddle Martyrs Museum is 
open all year round except between 
Christmas and New Year. See 
tolpuddlemartyrs. org.uk. 


The TUC's briefing document on 
the Trade Union Bill is available 
at unisonbarnsley.co.uk (under 
“News headlines"). 


BAPTISTS 


THE FARAGE EP 


Among the many performers this year were Jonny 
and the Baptists 


By Cathy Pound 


THE FUTURE OF the Durham Miners’ Gala is looking 
more secure now than it has for some years. The Gala 
has remained a vibrant, well supported and well attended 
event. What has not been there is secure financial 
backing. Massive efforts have been made to consolidate 
the financial backing of the unions and to galvanise 
support from all those who attend the ‘Big meeting’ year 
after year, generation after generation of families. 

Friends of Durham Miners’ Gala has been tirelessly 


getting people signed up as a ‘marra’ of the Big Meeting. 
They have hit the 2,000 mark already and throughout 
the Gala teams were urging all attending to agree to set 
up a standing order to secure a healthy future for the 
Gala. As one of the Friends of Durham Miners’ Gala 
teams said: “With 150,000 people here today, if only ten 
per cent sign up that would be a further step in securing 
the future of the Gala”. 

Durham Miners’ Gala is considered to be the biggest 


The streets of Durham were filled with bands and marchers (Photo: Ben Wallis) 
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Morning Star journalist and NUJ activist Pete Lazenby visits Cathy Pound on the 
Searchlight stall (Photo: Ben Wallis) 


trade union event in Europe. This year saw one of the 
highest turnouts since the early 1960s — possibly the 
largest in its entire history. People wanted to gather in the 
aftermath of the 2015 general election result and the 
recent first Conservative Budget in 19 years, and the 
looming publication of the Trade Union Bill 2015-16. 

A number of community initiatives took place around Gala 
this year. On Friday 10 July Durham Foodbank and Durham 
Socialist Clothing bank, supported by Unite Community 
members, set up a collection point in the Market Place. 

Unite Community member Robbie Faulds commented: 
“The whole idea of Unite Community is to make a difference 
in your community based on trade union values of solidarity 
and respect for others. Through things like the clothing bank 
people can see that people are still generous, even in hard 
times. Unite Community members are people who are 
unwaged and out of work and this is something that shows 
people that you can still contribute to your community 
through your time. This shows that not being in work does 
not mean that you are a burden on the community." 

On Sunday 12 July the first “Durham Moot" took 
place, discussing ideas such as “community, culture and 
democracy" as well as a fundraising “Big Méeting After 
Party” hosted by the People's Bookshop. 

The streets were lined with people from as early as 7am 
and people kept coming, staying all day to watch the 
bands go past the famous County Hotel balcony, to the 
Racecourse fields and back along the streets at the end of 
the “Big Meeting”. Even at 7pm bands were still crossing 
the bridges and heading for home. 

Speakers at the Racecourse included NASUWT General 
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Unite Community member Robbie Faulds (right) 


Secretary Chris Keates, Fire Brigades’ Union General 
Secretary Matt Wrack, train drivers’ union ASLEF president 
Tosh McDonald, Unite the Union General Secretary Len 
McCluskey, and speakers from Venezuela and Cuba. 

All of them declared their determination to fight the 
attacks on working people and the vulnerable by the new 
Conservative government. 

Countering critics who claimed that Unite the Union 
were “extreme left”, Len McCluskey said: “And is it 
extreme to support proper rights and freedoms for trade 
unionism? No, comrades, we stand for the common 
sense of our age. We stand for the values of equality, 
decency, fairness and social justice.” 

Author and The Guardian columnist Owen Jones 
declared: “Our great trade union movement is under threat, 
grave threat at that, like never before. Let us say loudly and 
more proudly than ever that we are proud to belong to the 
biggest democratic movement in this nation.” 

The trade unions seem to be responding to the attacks on 
their legitimate activities by gathering together and showing 
the strength of support for trade union values within their 
communities. The success of the Durham Miners’ Gala 
shows that trade unions are not seen by the “public” as the 
villain of the day, as mainstream politicians and the media 
would have us believe — at least not in Durham. 


Friends of the Durham Miners’ Gala 
www. friendsofdurhamminersgala.org 


Unite Community - union membership, activism and 
campaigning for anyone not in work 
www.unitetheunion.org/growing-our-union/ 
communitymembership 
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By Cathy Pound 


THERE WAS STANDING room only at the rear of the 
beautiful hall in St Thomas’ Hospital for this landmark 
event organised by the NHS Equality and Diversity 
Council on 17 June. Patrick Vernon OBE, filmmaker, 
activist and member of the Healthwatch England NHS 
Equality and Diversity Council, who chaired the event, 
was delighted that the celebration of the Windrush 
generation's contribution to the NHS had hit such a chord 
with so many people throughout the NHS. 

“It was a fantastic and uplifting occasion with over 200 
people attending," Mr Vernon said. “It is important that 
recognition is given to the contribution of black and 
minority ethnic communities who contributed to the 
development of the NHS since1948. 

“This event is part of a wider campaign in recognising 
Windrush Day as an annual celebration of the migrant 
contribution and the rise of multicultural Britain. It would 
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be great for all public bodies to work in partnership with 
the local community to celebrate this contribution 
covering the spectrum of public life, politics, faith, public 
services especially the NHS, business, music, food, 
fashion/lifestyle, sports and the arts in shaping the nature 
of multicultural Britain.” 

The Empire Windrush arrived at Tilbury Docks on 22 
June 1948. Thirteen days later, on 5 July 1948, the NHS 
was founded. 

The presence at the event of Simon Stevens, Chief 
Executive of NHS England, indicated not only the 
recognition of the worth of the legacy of the Windrush 
generation at the highest level in the NHS but, as he said, 
the acknowledgement at this level of the need still to 
address the lack of ethnic diversity in senior positions 
within the NHS and to tackle discrimination that BAME 
staff in the NHS still face. 


Jamaican-born Mary Seacole, who cared for wounded, sick and convalescing British soldiers behind the lines in the Crimean War 


Sam King MBE, a well-known veteran of the Windrush 
generation, spoke in his gentle voice of his experiences of 
arriving and receiving not as warm a welcome as had 
been expected. The fiercely cold first winter was one 
thing; the prejudice, outright hostility and racist violence 
was another. But as various speakers later repeated, “we 
stayed” and the contribution of many of those who 
stayed, to all aspects of the NHS, has been great, 
including the fact that many children of the Windrush 
generation followed their parents into the NHS ensuring 
their legacy lives on. 

Reflections on the NHS journey were made by many 
who had worked in the NHS for their entire working 
lives. Contributions came from Nole Ishmael, retired nurse 
and health visitor; Dr Rupal Shah, a GP in Wandsworth; 
Phil Sealy, a retired psychiatric nurse; Dr Frank 
Chinegwundoh, Consultant Urological Surgeon (NHS 
Bart's); Elizabeth Aniwonwu, Professor of Nursing at the 
University of West London; and Tereza Kaplanova, Senior 
Associate Equality and Diversity (South East CSU). 

Dr Chinegwundoh recalled as a junior doctor being 
taken aside to be told that there were high hopes that he 
would do well and being told that he might improve his 
chances of promotion if he changed his surname. Dr 
Chinegwundoh did not change his surname, but he did 
do well, reacgubg consultant level. Dr Chinegwundoh is 
also Chair of Cancer Black Care. 

Others recalled feeling that they had to do even better 
than their peers to be recognised, to be given 
opportunities for professional development and to be 
recruited into managerial positions. 

Professor Anionwu spoke of the importance in her 
experience of having a mentor or someone who believed 
in you and who made efforts to encourage you to stretch 
yourself and develop the skills and knowledge needed to 
progress within the NHS. 


Ms Kaplanova, told the audience that she represented 
the new generation of people coming to the UK and 
working and contributing to the NHS. 

Jane Cummings, Chief Nursing Officer NHS England, 
echoed much of what the previous speakers had outlined, 
in particular that there was undeniably still a long way to 
go in terms of ethnic diversity in the most senior positions 
with the NHS. She reiterated her commitment to take 
action to correct this. 

A presentation was made to Mr King of a specially 
commissioned artwork of Empire Windrush. Afterwards 
people were invited to stay and enjoy food and drink to 
celebrate the contribution of those who had worked in the 
NHS. People who had worked together for many decades 
cherished this opportunity to catch up with old friends. 

Stalls included one for the Mary Seacole Statue Appeal, 
who still have a long way to go to reach their target of 
£80,000. Professor Anionwu's book A short history of 
Mary Seacole: a resource for nurses and students was on 
sale. The book speaks of the many hurdles she overcame, 
not least the “innate racist attitudes of her time" to travel 
to provide care for soldiers in the Crimean War. 

The arrival of the Empire Windrush has been celebrated 
in a number of ways over the years and Mr Vernon 
continues to campaign to establish a nationally 
recognised Windrush Day, an annual holiday to recognise 
the contribution of migrants to the UK. The petition he 
set up as as far back as 2009 also called for: “immediate 
action to stop fascists and racists in demonising and 
stereotyping the contribution of Black, Asian and minority 
ethnic contributions in making Britain multicultural”. 


Patrick Vernon is an anti-racist activist and social 
commentator: patrickvernon.org.uk. 


You can donate to the Mary Seacole Statue Appeal at 
maryseacoleappeal.org.uk. 
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EMPLOYMENT 
OF BLACK, Asian and minority 
ethnic (BAME) workers has fallen in 
companies funded by the Arts 
Council of England. The primary 
aim of a well attended conference 
in July was to find out out what 
good practice exists in the industry 
that can be replicated to improve 
diversity across all sectors of the 
music industry and at all levels. 

The conference, entitled “What 
can the music industry learn from 
BECTU's ethnicity engagement?”, 
held at the University of 
Westminster on 8 July, was 
organised by British Black Music, 
Black Music Congress, and RE:IMI 
(Race Equality: In Music Industry), 
with support from the University of 
Westminster Students Union, the 
media and entertainment union 
BECTU, the British Academy of 
Songwriters, Composers and 
Authors (BASCA) and the 
Musicians’ Union. 

Publicity for the event included 
the following question: “There's an 
illusion of inclusion within the music 
industry just because we see a few 
African acts have chart hits. But 
what's the representation like within 
the industry?" 

Kwaku of British Black Music and 
Black Music Congress, the main 
organiser of the event, welcomed us 
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all in his role as 

conference chair and made 
sure all attendees introduced 
themselves. Kwaku highlighted the 
background to the conference and 
introduced some documentary films 
on the state of British black music, 
including Let The Music Talk made 
by Yvonne Deutchman, producer of 
One Love, the movie starring Ky- 
mani Marley and Idris Elba. 

BECTU (Broadcasting, 
Entertainment, Cinematograph and 
Theatre Union) has a long history of 
engaging with diversity and 
redressing the ethnic inequalities 
within the film, TV and broadcast 
industries through a number of 
initiatives, such as Move On Up, 
which is aimed at African, Asian and 
ethnic minority professionals and 
new entrants. Janice Turner, the 
BECTU Diversity Officer, who 
spearheaded these programmes, 
was first to address the conference. 

Move on Up is a diversity project 
that has been run by BECTU since 
2003. The premise of Move on Up is 
simple: black Asian and minority 
ethnic workers are under- 
represented in the media and 
entertainment industries despite an 
available supply of skilled and 
qualified talent in these 
communities. Janice explained that 
the Move on Up initiative came 
about because it was recognised 
that within the industry success may 
depend on connections with people 
already in the industry, and that 


By Cathy Pound 


those without access to the network 
were significantly disadvantaged and 
could remain permanently outside 
the door looking in. 

Move on Up addressed this 
problem in a simple but innovative 
and successful way. It began 
organising mass “networking” 
events but rather than people 
listening to an inspirational speaker 
and then all vying for a word or 
two, the format of the events is to 
have the commitment of a large 
number of executives or people in 
very senior positions, people who 
have influence and are in a position 
to hire and employ people. Those 
attending to make connections and 
contacts would choose who they 
wished to meet and the event 
includes hundreds of pre-booked 
brief one-to one meetings which 
have continued to result in people 
getting employed. 

Janice Turner spoke also of the 
absurdness of the fact that the 
Equality Act 2010 had resulted in 
less diversity within the creative 
industries, saying: “Since the 
Equality Act was brought in, 
employment of black, Asian and 
minority ethnic (BAME) workers has 
plummeted. In addition, it has been 
widely reported that about half of 
the entire black community's youth 
under 24 is unemployed, while at 
the same time a pernicious view 
took hold over the last few years 
that race equality was no longer an 
issue.” 


The link between the simple act of 
recording the diversity of your staff 
through equality monitoring data 
and more diverse workforces was 
made. As soon as you stop 
collecting data, diversity and the 
percentage of BAME workforce 
reduces significantly. 

“So the available data shows that 
among companies funded by the 
Arts Council of England there was 
approximately a 16% decline in 
BAME employment between 2009 
and 2012; in television it dropped 
by 31% and in the film industry it 
fell by 50%. Across the creative 
industries as a whole, total 
employment increased by 4,000, 
representation of women went from 
27% of the workforce up to 36% 
between 2009 and 2012, and 
disabled workers’ representation 
was unchanged, but 2,000 BAME 
workers left the creative industries 
and their employment level was just 
5.4% of the creative industries’ 
workforce.” 

Vick Bain, CEO of BASCA who 
conducted research into the 
“Attitudes of Employers in the UK 


Conference speakers Janice Tuner, Kwaku, Rachel Akiboye, Vick Bain and Alex Mann 


Music Industry towards Equality 
and Diversity”, presented her key 
findings and made some 
suggestions on how the music 
industry can proactively engage 
with diversity issues. The Executive 
Summary of her research states: 

“This paper argues that the UK 
music industry is an unequal sector 
to work in, despite the outward 
facing gloss of multiculturalism the 
Top 40 Chart presents. Denial is a 
key factor in the perpetuation of 
prejudice and work needs to be 
done to ensure the music industry 
acknowledges the poor 
representation of women, ethnic 
minorities and disabled people 
throughout its ranks, particularly at 
senior levels. In light of this 
environment this paper's main 
research aim was to uncover the 
attitudes and practices of employers 
within the music industry towards 
equality and diversity.” 

Vick's research showed a low level 
of commitment to equality and 
diversity within the music industry 
with lower than average number of 
music businesses having an equality 


wi 


and diversity policy. A lack of 
monitoring was again identified as 
leading to less diverse workforces. 
A strong culture of supporting 
equality and diversity at the top of 
an organisation helped to bring 
about a more diverse workforce. 

“Having strong organisational 
support increases the number of 
organisations who employ black 
and minority ethnic (BAME) staff by 
5%, increases the overall BAME 
percentage employed by 4.5% and 
increases senior management BAME 
staff by 12%.” 

Asked about diversity within her 
own organisation, Vick stated that 
she would continue to work to 
address equality and diversity 
throughout BASCA's staff and 
membership. 

Alex Mann, from the Musicians’ 
Union London regional office, spoke 
in place of Bindu Paul, the MU's 
Education and Equalities Officer. 
Alex highlighted what the MU has 
been doing within their diversity 
strategy and areas they aim to focus 
on in addressing ethnic diversity. 
Kwaku asked Alex if he knew 
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anything about an event that the 
MU Assistant General Secretary, 
Horace Trubridge, had been 
instrumental in organising with the 
BBC. It had been an important 
three-day event at the ICA called 
“Black not Black” that had been 
obscured with the passing of time 
and about which little record seems 
to remain. Kwaku knows that the 
event took place as he was there 
and he would love to locate any 
archive information about it. 

Alex noted the recent focus on 
diversity within classical music and 
a discussion arose about the 
combination of class and race 
discrimination making classical 


music very inaccessible. He stated 
that monitoring, data and 
evaluation were tools the MU used 
and they had always campaigned 
around equality issues. 

Rachel Akiboye spoke of the work 
of Creative Access, which aims to 
get African, Asian and ethnic 
minority youths into work 
experience and jobs within the 
music and media industries. They 
were achieving some success in 
getting people into permanent 
positions within the industry. 


The Equality Act 2010: The law 
of unintended consequences 
by Janice Turner, BECTU Equality 


Ethnicity 
Multicultural 


Officer, can be read at 
http://bit.ly/EquAct. 


“Britain's Lost Talent”, by 
Janice Turner, from the August/ 
September 2014 edition of 
Stage, Screen & Radio, the 
BECTU members’ magazine, is 
available at www.bectu.org.uk/ 
advice-resources/library/1628. 


Vick Bain's paper, Attitudes of 
Employers in the UK Music 
Industry Towards Equality and 
Diversity can be found on 
www.equalityanddiversitycharter 
formusic.com. 


The event Twitter hashtag was 
#BBMMEthnic. 


What Can The Music Industry Learn From 
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July 8 2015, 6-9pm, Free 
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Searchlight survey 


SEARCHLIGHT is now in its 52nd year. Since its foundation in 
May 1964, when it was published as an irregular broadsheet, 
it has undergone a number of changes. For some years it was 
a press agency, supplying information about the activities of 
the fascists to the mainstream press and television companies. 
From early 1975 it was a monthly magazine. More recently, 
with the increase in printing costs and, above all, postage, and 
the growth of electronic media at the expense of printed 
media generally, we have published the magazine quarterly, 
but have published up-to-date news and comment on our 
website. 

Throughout our existence we have collected comprehensive 
material sourced from, and about, the far right. We have now 
entered into partnership with the University of Northampton 
where we have lodged this material to form a massive archive. 

Throughout Searchlight's existence, we have maintained our 
emphasis on gathering hard intelligence on the fascists and 
analysing it. We continue to infiltrate fascist organisations, 


1. Name (optional) 


often at risk to ourselves, because we know that to obtain 
accurate and detailed information we have to penetrate the 
heart of the enemy — social media and other public sources 
only produce limited and sometimes misleading information. 

We use this intelligence and our analysis of it to inform the 
activities of anti-fascist organisations, so that they can hit the 
fascists and Nazis where it does the most damage. We 
continue to work with groups that protect particular 
communities, and with the media to ensure widespread 
condemnation of fascism, racism and other forms of hate. 

We will go on doing all this, but as far as the magazine is 
concerned, we would like to know what our readers think of 
its ethos and contents. What do you find useful? What would 
you like to see more or less of. We also plan to expand our 
website and again we would welcome your views. 

So we hope you will answer the questions on these two 
pages and return the questionnaire to us. If there isn't enough 
space, feel free to continue on another sheet. 
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2. Address (optional) 
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3. Email address (optional) 
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4. Phone number (optional) 


imo vem immanronr manera 


yed, full-time parent/ca 


5. Are you studying, working, unemplo 


6. Are you involved in anti-fascist activity? If so, of what nature? 
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7. Does the content of Searchlight help you in opposi 
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8. Do you use Searchlight in your work (paid or voluntary) or studies? If so, how? 
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9. In recent issues of Searchlight, which articles have you found most interesting? 
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10. Which articles have you found most useful? 
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11. Are there any articles that you did not like? Which ones and why? 
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12. Do we give enough background information and explanation about the people and groups we write about? 
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13. Are there any areas we do not cover that you would like to see in the magazine? 
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14. Is there still a need for a printed magazine? If so, what does a printed magazine offer that cannot be offered by a website? 
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15. Would you prefer the magazine emailed to you as a pdf? Would you pay a subscription for this? 
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16. Do you (directly or via or your union branch) receive the Trade Union Friends of Searchlight monthly bulletins? 
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17. Do you use our websites (www.searchlightmagazine.com and www.searchlightmagazinearts.com)? 
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18. What would you like to see on our website (www.searchlightmagazine.com) in addition to the sections we already have? 
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19. How much would you be prepared to pay to access additional content on our website? 
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20. Are you aware of the Searchlight archive at the University of Northampton? Would you wish to use it in your studies (if you 
are a student), for trade union research, or for work in the media? 
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21. Could you volunteer to help us with: a. Writing b. Research c. Monitoring far-right websites 
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d. Technical/computing/website maintenance e. Running a stall at events 
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f. Distributing magazines at marches and rallies g. Driving 
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22. Could you volunteer to help us gather news and intelligence about the activities of fascists in universities and colleges? 
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23. Any other comments or suggestions for volunteering or the magazine and our website. 
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Please return this form to Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG or email it to gerrygable11@gmail.com. 
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Subscribe and donate to Searchlight 


£24 UK individuals £18 UK concessions* £32 UK organisations se 
£57 Europe individuals £69 Non Europe individuals £75 All non-UK organisations LY in Memoriam 


Please start my subscription with the next issue | Duncan 


Robertson 
(cheques made payable to Searchlight) merses 


___ Searchlight 

a eit "intelligence 
Officer 

Address 


Postcode 


Subscription £ Donation £ 


Or pay by standing order 
Please debit my account with the sum of £ immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 


Your bank name & address 


Account No Sort Code 


Signature Date 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, 
Sort Code 40-17-45, HSBC, 99 High Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1EQ) 
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Trade unionteta 
uphold Liverpool's 
anti-fascist tradition 


A thousand-strong anti-fascist demonstration 
marched through Liverpool city centre to protest 
against the Nazis’ attempt to stage a “White 
Man March" on 15 August. Organised by Unite 
Against Fascism, it was supported by the North 
West regions of Unite and PCS, 17 city _ 
councillors, members of the local black, Irish and 
Jewish communities, and others. 

Speakers at the rally included city mayor Joe 
Anderson, Steve Farley, chair of North West TUC, 
Peter Dowd MP, Dave Kennedy of Liverpool 
Trades Council, other trade unionists and some of 
the city councillors. Messages of support were read out Kn | 
Searchlight, Theresa Griffin MEP, trade union regional secretaries 
and others. — 


Anti-fascists trap some of the Nazis in the pub — ah Mayor Joe Anderson addresses the UAF rally : ; “They shall not pass", the flag of the International Brigades 


Photos by Daphne Liddle 
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